Australian National Sportfishing
Association Ltd
ACN 063 293 514
COMMITTED TO CONSERVATION AND INTEGRITY IN SPORTFISHING
SINCE 1967

ANNUAL REPORT 2018/2019
Presented in Sydney, NSW
Sunday 27th October 2019

CONTENTS
Page
Preface

3

National Executive

4

Member Branches

4

Life Members

4

Reports
National Executive Director’s Report (Acting Chairman)

5

National Financial Director’s Report
Director’s Report
Director’s Declaration
Review Independence Declaration
Reviewer Report
Statement of Comprehensive Income
Statement of Financial Position
Statement of Cash Flow
Statement of Change to Equity
Notes of Financial Report
Budget Forecast

9
10
12
13
15
17
18
19
20
21
24

National Membership Director’s Report

26

National Safety Officer’s Report

27

National Recorder’s Report (Line Class)

28

National Recorder’s Report (Trophy Length Only)

29

National Master Keeper’s Report

31

ANSA New South Wales Report

32

ANSA Queensland Report

41

ANSA South Australia Report

43

ANSA Tasmania Report

48

ANSA Victoria Report

49

ANSA Western Australia Report

50

2

PREFACE
History of ANSA.
ANSA originated as result of fishing developments following the war, an increasing number of anglers
started using modern tackle mainly bait casting rods and reels imported from the U.S., for bass,
barramundi and for surfcasting. Developments are reflected clearly in magazines of the period.
(Outdoors was first published in 1948, Anglers Digest in 1950).
There was an increasing recognition that the sporting value of many Australian species was not reflected
in existing organisations.
From 1960 forward, a number of people had thought of the idea of a new sportfishing organisation. I do
not know who was "first" to think of it but I do know that it was discussed for quite a few years by
Sydney anglers and people such as myself - a country boy. I can put a finger on one such discussion, held
on the roadside just south of Kiama, between myself, Jack Erskine and Ed Pratt. That was January 1964
during my first round Australia trip. I had started my exploration of Australian fishing on July 1 1963.
The next couple of years, after repeated visits, I had realised that North Queensland offered the most
potential for a fishing future. Others such as George Bransford had decided the same way.
I built my home in Cardwell in 1966, with the bricklaying being done by my friend Ed Pratt, who had
moved north to Cairns about the same time. The ANSA concept was understood by a number of Cairns
anglers, and I believe its success came because it reflected what was happening to Australian fishing. It
could not have succeeded otherwise.
In February 1967 we formed the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" at a meeting in the old
hall at Yorkey's Knob, just north of Cairns.
Within a few months a constitution had been drawn up and an account opened in the Cairns branch of
the Bank of NSW in the name of the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" It is worth a
mention that the late Wal Hardy was patron of that initial organisation.
Dick Lewers recorded that the NSW group "got the message" of the Cairns movement and responded by
forming what was then the NSW division of ANSA on Saturday August 12 1967.
Three months later, in November 1967, Jack Erskine and Clyde Kelton with three NSW sport fishermen
from Wollongong, John Kettle, Peter Fuller, and Bill Ferguson visited North Queensland in a light
plane. Discussions took place with the Cairns group and the accepted name of ANSA was endorsed by
both groups. However, it had already become clear that the NSW fraternity would not accept the Cairns
constitution. Then, as now, State Divisions (branches) were more representative of regional interests.
Accordingly, the Cairns ANSA group met on February 7 1968 and became instead the Cairns
Sportfishing Club.
At this time there was no Queensland Division as such, however Dick Lewers and the National
Organisation have always recognised that the Cairns Sportfishing Club has the unique distinction of
being the first ANSA club.
The first NSW ANSA club was the St.George Sportfishing club, which had its first general meeting on
November 13 1968. On December 13 1969 the first official body was formed as the "Australian National
Sportfishing Association". The original A.N.S.A. badge design was selected from a competition
published in "AUSTRALIAN SPORTFISHING", Summer edition 1969. The winning design was
submitted by John Renolds, Liverpool, NSW.
It was agreed to form the first record chart from the then existing Queensland and N.S.W. record charts.
ANSA's first official Queensland division was formed on August 5 1970 with only three clubs - Cairns,
Maryborough, and Cardwell, with a State total of 150 members.
So far as ANSA goes the story since has been one of steady growth. We now have more than 200 clubs
Nation wide. We are represented on every State fishing council, at Federal level, and on IGFA. Looking
back we can see that the hassles over constitutions and rules, even point scores, were part of the process
of developing sportfishing on a truly representative and wholly Australian basis.
One of the nicest thoughts is that many of those people who contributed to the forming of the
association are still with us today.
Vic McCristal
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The talk on the previous page was given by Vic at a Queensland State wide meeting held in Cairns,
(1988).
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National Executive Director’s Report (Acting Chairman)
2018/19 was again a carry- over from previous years with still lots of unfinished business to be
resolved at a National and State level. The range and extent of old and new issues and
challenges continue to stretch our volunteer resources but to do nothing will have dire
consequences for all current and future generations of recreational fishers.
It is impossible for ANSA to tackle all these issues and challenges alone and it is imperative
that all recreational peak bodies - state and national - which have recreational fishing at heart,
rally together and speak as one voice in advocating for the promotion and protection of
recreational fishing and preservation of the marine environment and fish resources across all
boundaries.
on a national front we have a strong ally in the Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation
(ARFF) and its member bodies. ANSA is a foundation member of ARFF and plays a pivotal
role in looking out for the interests of recreational fishers and engaging with government and
the many government agencies that have influence and say in the direction and management
of our national fisheries and the marine environment.
Via our membership involvement with ARFF we have access to and support from other
National and State bodies which include –
AFANT Northern Territory
Australian Fishing Trade Association
Australian Underwater Federation
Boating Industries Alliance Australia
Game Fishing Association of Australia
Ozfish Unlimited
Recfish Australia
Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW
Sunfish Queensland
Recfish South Australia
Recfish West Australia
Tarfish Tasmania
VR Fish Victoria
At a State level most ANSA Branches have a direct relationship with at least one of these peak
bodies either by membership or a representative voice . This multi layered level of
representation ensures that ANSA is up to speed on all National and State issues that have
relevance to recreational fishing and that ANSA's voice is collectively heard and acted upon
At a National level we also maintain a close working relationship with the Australian
government especially those on all sides within Federal Parliament that have a responsibility
for fishery and environment portfolios and also those back benchers and senators who we
know are supporters of recreational fishing and whose votes count when contentious
legislation needs to factor in recreational fisher interests.
ANSA is a member of the Minister's National Recreational Fisheries Council and we
maintain a professional relationship with government agencies such as the Australian
Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA), Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry
(DAF), Department of Sustainability Environment and Water (DSEWPC), Fisheries Research
Development Corporation (FRDC), various State Departments of Primary Industries
(Fisheries) and numerous other agencies that have a nexus with fishing, boating, the marine
estate and environment. ANSA also maintains regular dialogue with politicians of all
persuasions at a Federal, State and Local government level.
ANSA is also at the leading edge of fish habitat preservation and rehabilitation initiatives both
nationally and at a state level via its membership of Ozfish Unlimited. ANSA is a foundation
member of Ozfish Unlimited whose charter is to lead the charge on projects and funding
essential for the rehabilitation and preservation of our national marine habitat and to
rejuvenate fish stocks back to levels they were in our grandparent's time - no mean feat but
5

the challenge has started with several millions of dollars of major fishery habitat projects
underway. I am a board of Ozfish.
ANSA's longstanding membership relationship with IGFA also ensures that we have a voice
and an ally on the international scene.
Some of the more significant issues that ANSA is actively involved with and which have a
National and State impact include;
Nationally
 Supertrawlers - While we have successfully seen off several attempts to have super
trawler / factory vessels operate within Australian waters targeting our small pelagic
species, there still ongoing attempts by those in the commercial sector to exploit these
small bait species that are of vital importance in the feed chain for larger pelagic
predators sought by recfishers. We need to remain ever vigilant to these ongoing
threats to our Commonwealth fisheries.
 Commonwealth Marine Reserves - Finally after more than a decade of political debate
the Commonwealth's planned network of marine reserves is now a reality. ANSA
together with other national and state peak bodies played an instrumental role in
achieving a much better deal for recreational fishers than might otherwise have been
the case and undoubtedly the voice of recreational fishers had some influence upon the
outcome the recent Federal election where Commonwealth marine reserve policy was a
controversial election issue. Recreational fishers now have an official voice on all of the
Marine Park Advisory Committees including myself as the representative for the
Temperate East marine park
 Southern Bluefin Tuna. There is still much work to be done in sorting out a formal
national allocation of SBT quota for recreational fishers as required under international
treaties. Surveys of recfisher interaction with SBT are in process in most states where
SBT are prevalent and a national SBT /Tuna Champions awareness campaign is
currently rolling out in most states including NSW. Tuna Champion /SBT recfisher
forums already held in Victoria and SA have been supported and well received by
ANSA in those states. We remain confident that a sensible allocation of SBT quota
between the commercial, recreational and indigenous sectors can be negotiated with
the Australian Government.
 Murray Darling Basin - With ongoing drought across most of the nation the already
overstressed MDB is going from bad to worse with dire consequences for our inland
fish resources and marine habitat. The challenges for those tasked with management of
MDB water allocations are enormous and striking the right balance for sharing water
flows for the environment and agriculture/community consumption are getting
tougher by the day and sadly have become increasingly politicised. To put it simply no
water equates no fish habitat and no fish. We need to strike the right measure between
socio economic need and the needs of nature and adopt more efficient means of
preserving our water resources when in abundance. We will continue to press
government at a national and state level to recognise recreational fishing and the
preservation of inland fish resources as an integral part of the ongoing management
plan for the MDB and our inland waterways.
 Carp Eradication. While we can’t make it rain we can do more to better manage what is
in our waterways. The program for release of the Herpes virus to cull much out the
nation’s carp population is still being scientifically investigated. While scientific
opinion is overwhelmingly positive about the use of the carp virus and its lack of impact
on other fish species, there is still much work to be done on evaluating the impacts a
massive and instantaneous carp cull will have on water quality in our rivers and dams
and potential public health consequences. This could be some time away assuming that
the government sticks to its commitment to release the carp virus.
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Recreational Fisher representation. The Australian government continues to
acknowledge the need for a national recreational fishing peak body to collectively
represent and speak for all Australian recreational fishers. As previously mentioned
ARFF and its state and national peak body members fill this role and are now the
acknowledged two way communication conduit between government and the
recreational fishing sector via the National Recreational Fishing Council. The
Australian government also recognises the critical need for up skilling of those
individuals representing recreational fishers on various fishery management and
advisory panels etc and has committed to make funds available for this to happen and
to ensure that not only the best people serve on these panels etc but the level of
recreational fisher representation is more equitably weighted in our favour.
Support for the conduct of a national / state by state study into the socio economic
value of recreational fishing.
Support for enhanced investment in fisheries research and recognition of the role and
value of citizen science.
Engagement in the development and delivery of a national recreational fishing
education programme.

On the State scene we have been actively engaged with issues such as:
 Ongoing lobbying for NSW government recognition of the RFA NSW as the official
State peak body for all NSW recreational fishers
 Engagement in plans for creation of a Hawkesbury Bioregion Marine Park - including a
Sydney Harbour marine park and a campaign for the Harbour be declared a
recreational fishing haven
 Lobbying for no netting in the Hawkesbury, Shoalhaven and Tuggerah Lakes and for
these waterways to be declared recreational fishing havens
 Pursuing financial offsets for loss of recreational fishing access or for industrial damage
to our marine environment . It is our goal to build upon the $200k EPA financial
penalty and $5mill for loss of fishing access within Botany Bay of which $2.5 mill has
already been expended on the installation of 2 additional artificial reefs off Port
Hacking – the “John Dunphy Reefs” and for investment in other recreational fishing
amenities.
 Intervention in the proposal by the NSW government to hand over management of the
SE Trawl Fishery to the Commonwealth. This is not in the best interests of any
stakeholder or the fishery itself. The better option which is supported by 23 out of 24
licensed SE Trawl fishers is to exit the fishery with an appropriate compensatory
package. It would be a real win for everyone and targeted fish species if this type of
commercial fishing activity off NSW south coastal waters was come to a negotiated end.
 Campaign to ensure that recreational fishers are not unjustly prohibited from fishing
off public jetties and wharves.
 Engagement with relevant authorities concerning the regulatory requirements for
compulsory wearing of lifejackets by rock fishers. While there is considerable merit in
having rock fishers wear lifejackets it is critically important that the type of jacket to be
worn is of a recognised Australian standard that is specific and tailored for rock fishing
use.
 Support for the retention of Recfish SA as the recognised peak body for SA recreational
fishers.
 Support for the installation of mesh screens on inland waterway irrigation pumps to
minimise mortality impact on juvenile freshwater fish species etc.
 Support for the campaign to introduce Platypus friendly yabby traps across all States.
 Feature article on the history of ANSA in the Fishing World's 50 year anniversary
celebratory special edition.
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From a financial perspective, ANSA is operating soundly. The Association generated a modest
profit of $2129 for the 2018/19 financial year and we have sufficient reserves of $87634 to
cover any possible contingencies.
Membership wise our numbers have dropped slightly to just under 2400 - the drop has
occurred across most State Branches but WA has suffered a serious decline with a number of
old clubs calling it quits. It is clear that ANSA has a major challenge maintaining its relevance
and appeal to existing and potential members. It is evident that many of our older foundation
clubs are experiencing difficulty recruiting new members, particularly younger members and
capable hands to take on club management roles.
Facebook continues to be the most active means of member communication with nearly 1000
likes and our website receives over 200 hits per week.
Records and Masters Claims continue to flow in and there are still many opportunities for
records to be challenged. A good number of Meritorious Captures were submitted over the
year. Congratulations are extended to Terry Tatton from Wollongong Sportfishing club for his
Masters Achievement Award - a great achievement and Terry now joins the prestigious ranks
of only 3 other ANSA members who have achieved this very challenging award.
To conclude this is a remarkable level of activity by a very small group of individuals who play
a vital role in keeping ANSA at the forefront of recreational fishing by ensuring that sport
fishing activities and member services are in tune with member needs and for ANSA to be the
organisation of choice for all recreational fishers.

John Burgess
Executive Officer/ Director - ANSA National

8

National Finance Director’s Report

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

National Membership Director’s Report
ANSA National’s total membership at the year ending 30.6.2019 was 2445. This comprised of
New South Wales 1201, Queensland 569, Victoria 337, Western Australia 93, South Australia
222 and Tasmania 23. These numbers are down compared to last years membership tally of
2581. New South Wales membership decreased by 98. Queensland’s membership decreased by
16 members. South Australia’s membership increased by 9 members; Victoria’s membership
increased by 10 members; Western Australia’s membership decreased by 37 members and
Tasmania’s membership decreased by 4 members. Overall ANSA National’s membership
decreased by 136 members nationally.
Branch census and membership forms are very important. Completing the census form
correctly and receving the quarterly membership by the due dates for each quarter is essential.
To date all branch census forms have been received and our contact email database has been
updated. I urge all States to update their committee contact details for the coming financial
year (2019/2020) and get these details to me urgently. It is imperative that a new census form
be completed and submitted to ANSA National. This ensures the flow of information is
reaching the desired contacts in each State. Membership form submissions by most States as a
whole have not been received for the first quarter of the 2019/2020 year and are due on the
31st October 2019. The States are urged to get returns in on time. If there are Branches that
need any sort of assistance each quarter, please contact me and collectively we can work things
out.
If you are not receiving ANSA National information please contact me and I can sort this out
with you or your Branch or Club.
Promotion of ANSA at a National, Branch and Club level is a high priority, particularly as a
means of sourcing new members. ANSA National has its high quality promotional brochures.
These brochures have been avaliable for some time now. The brochures can be tailored to suit
the unique needs of individual Branches and Clubs. The brochures are avaliable free to
Branches and Clubs upon request. Contact me if you require a supply.
Other promotional material such as ANSA ware is still avaliable and is moving ahead in leaps
and bounds since the inception of online purchases and payments. ANSA National has plently
of stock so ensure your members know this. It’s just another way your State or Clubs within
your State can promote ANSA. There is plenty of stock of approved ANSA brag mats. All your
ANSA ware can be purchase online by simply visiting the “ANSA Shop” on our website at
www.ansa.com.au/shop/. No more forms or cheques.
Remember, ANSA ware can be used to promote ANSA and your club and serve as an effective
membership recruitment tool. Prices are very reasonable across the entire product range.
ANSA National’s website is traveling well. The website address is www.ansa.com.au.
The ANSA National facebook page is active and has some 971 likes. This is slightly more likes
than this time last year (906 likes). If you haven’t like the ANSA National FackBook page,
please do. Make sure you promote the ANSA National Facebook page amongst your member
clubs. The page itself hits thousands of Facebook walls and is just another way ANSA is
ensuring current information and events can be communicated to its members nationally,
whilst raising the interests of those who are not yet ANSA members. Visit the ANSA National
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ANSA.National.

Joe Garufi
Membership Services Director
ANSA National
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National Safety Officer’s Report
The main Project underway for the past few years was a national roll out of Angel Rings across
Australia based on the successful NSW model.
The final FRDC report is up on the National website, but with over 30 of the 50 allocated rings
installed between WA, QLD and SA it was a good outcome that has saved lives.
Following on from that ANSA continues to receive interest from local councils to help them
install rings in their areas.
Rings have subsequently been installed in and around Stradbroke Is in QLD and we are in the
process of send 4 rings down to Davenport in Tasmania in response to a coronial inquiry.
Work is also being undertaken in SA via ANSA SA.
Looking forward into the future ANSA National will always maintain a willingness to help
states fund and install Angel Rings if they seek assistance long after the FRDC Project has
wrapped up.

Stan Konstantaras
National Safety Officer
ANSA National
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National Recorder’s Report (Line Class)
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National Recorder’s Report (Trophy Length Only)
Another year has passed with 28 National Claims submitted. All states except Tas had
National record claims - Vic 1 , SA 9 , WA 1 ,QLD 6 ,and NSW 11.
This season more fish were kept than released. Notable catches were Osten Maiolo (Junior)
with a Southern Bream 490 cm, Helen Johnson with a Giant Catfish 860cm and Joshua
Goldsmith (Junior) with a Morwong Queen Snapper 705cm. Good to see claims up this past
year but there is still a problem with some fish being incorrectly laid on the brag mat. Branch
recorders need to draw attention to members re the proper process for measuring fish as per
the rule book.

The latest National Record of a Coronation Trout of 490mm Captured by Helen Johnson from
the Bundaberg Sportfishing Club Qld . Below a Red Emperor of 780mm Taken off Cardwell in
September.
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Trevor Beckerleg from the Otway Sportfishing Club Vic. Holding a lovely Coral Trout taken
out of Cardwell
Ken Johnson
National Trophy Length Recorder
Kfish1955@bigpond.com
0417114103
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National Masters Keeper Report
There were 19 awards submitted for this year, down in numbers from last year by a few, but
there has been no lack of quality fish presented. An outstanding claim came from W.A. in that
a Sub-Junior has completed a Masters 30 in Sport Fishing. I believe this is a well done effort
and the first to achieve this.
Branch

NSW
Qld
SA
WA

Game
Fishing

Sport
Fishing

Length
Only

1

1
3
2

1

Species

2
3
5

1

The breakdown from the above indicates the awards and where they came from.

There were 10 Length Only species claims processed and the above pie chart indicates the top
3 fish that were claimed. There were numerous other species, listed below, that are not
indicated in the chart above.
Snapper Saddle Tail
Mackerel Whiting King George
Marlin Black Shark Waler Dusky Mackerel Spanish.
10
5
0
NSW

Qld

SA

The above chart indicates the number of claims per Branch.
Knut Gassmanis
Master Keeper
ANSA National
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ANSA New South Wales Report
“What a year it has been” – As an association we have achieved a lot over the past 12 months
and have spent a lot of time soul searching as a Committee in how we can do things better to
support our Clubs and their members.
Will the year 2018-2019 be remembered as year we started to really increase the membership
of our Association, or just another year in our struggle to re-establish ourselves to our former
glory?
With an introduction like that, the tangent that this report can take varies between criticism
and congratulation. Finding the middle road is very difficult, with the promotion of ANSA
NSW succeeding and developing in some areas and failing dismally in others.
One thing many of us have realised is that the climate in which the organisation thrived within
the 70’s and 80’s has changed markedly within the new millennium. The gentle art of fishing
has progressed at break neck speed, with new and exciting developments being thrust upon us,
until the next new thing comes along when the cycle is repeated. The notion of sportfishing
was fresh in the 70’s, and idea held true for 20 years and served our association well, but how
many times have we heard someone remark “ been there, done that” when talking about
ANSA NSW? Every magazine, TV show and website related to fishing has moved away from
the grass roots of fishing, the basic bread and butter of the sport has been replaced with slick
technological advances, aimed at consumers with disposable incomes who wish to participate
in this month’s new ‘thing’. Magazine editors, writers and TV presenters move from one
gimmick to another and reinvent themselves daily, depending on what happens overseas and
how big the cheques are. Whilst the Association tries to stay dedicated to the Sportfishing
principle, have we have continued to serve up the same dish for the last 20 odd years?
The future promotion of ANSA NSW beyond 2019 will involve the Clubs working closely with
ANSA NSW. The Clubs must also be prepared to accept any new member’s enquiries efficiently
and professionally, websites need to be maintained and the reliance of line class as a selling
point need to be reviewed. Support for our Clubs must be one our highest priority in the next
few years. Membership growth within the Clubs will be one of the key indicators of our
success.
The politics, letter writing and representation roles that come with our committee jobs are
challenging roles to deal with and we spent some very constructive and critical time on the
Hawkesbury Bioregion at the last AGM shaping our arguments. We challenged plans for
creation of a Hawkesbury Bioregion Marine Park - including a Sydney Harbour marine park I
can honestly say after a good win where “lockouts were taken off the table” the fight has not
stopped. The time and effort put into that campaign by ANSA NSW and its Clubs was
incredible, culminating in a united Stop the Lockout March in the City late last year in which
many Clubs participated.
Many new relationships and alliances were formed last year in the Hawkesbury Bioregion
space and many new faces started to appear but succession planning will still need to pick up
where many of us will be leaving off when this all finally ends. The fight does not end and the
good fight needs good people to run good clubs. This was a good time; no in fact it is still a
good time to tap into the uncertainty still out there around marine parks to help draw new
members into the Clubs. Whilst we all just want to go fishing, had we not acted collectively last
year we would have senseless lockouts on our doorsteps, so yes every one of us need to devote
some time to politics, but we should always be looking to bring new and passionate people into
our clubs to keep us all on our toes and drive us all a bit more. I wrote the following last year,
“We have built a great platform of clubs and advocacy roles over the years but we need fresh
blood to keep pushing our agenda which seems to have shifted from ethics and conservation,
to maintaining access and our right to fish” and this is starting to happen and still needs to
happen and should not be discounted as a selling point on why we join clubs – a collective
voice is a good starting point and this is what ANSA NSW provides.
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What is even more exciting is the space ANSA NSW is currently working in to help Clubs
process club memberships and automatic payments, distribute club calendars, events and
results and promote club news and important updates instantly to members. We are looking at
tools that help improve participation at conventions, participation within our clubs, and boost
membership numbers for all Clubs and ANSA NSW. I am happy to see a new mantra being
pushed out by the ANSA NSW Committee at meetings, which are mostly teleconferences where
many of us discuss and “recall a time before the internet and social media had become
mainstream and fishing clubs were considered the fishing community hub, where fishers could
exchange information, techniques and stories about fishing opportunities while encouraging
social togetherness”. This is where our focus also needs to be and will be over the next few
years, making the job of running a club easier and easier for the members to participate and
drive greater connection between the NSW Clubs
Today the recreational fishing community has changed significantly due to the digital age and
modern practices.
In our 51st year we might have turned a new page, stay tuned.
Tight Lines,

Stan Konstantaras
President
ANSA New South Wales
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ANSA NSW NEWTAG REPORT
Participants of the NEWTAG / DPI Mulloway tagging program have been hard at work. A
total of 331 fish were tagged in the last 12 months with Luke Riley managing to tag an
impressive 12 fish ranging from 59 cm to 121 cm. Ross Billing has also contributed 35 fish
ranging from 44 cm to 88 cm in the Hawkesbury region taking out the top tagger spot.

Several fish recorded over this period exceeded 100cm (check out the bar graph),
including three that were a massive 140 cm! All three of these fish were tagged by gun
angler Lachie Monro from the Coffs Harbour region.

Lachie with his
140cm Mulloway.

Lachie with an even
better fish of 143cm.
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'Top Five' Taggers
Tagger

No. fish tagged

Region

Ross Billing

35

Hawkesbury

"Tagger 86"

28

Hawkesbury

Todd Gilmore

20

Central Coast

Garret Windeatt

18

Lake Macquarie

Scott Mcintyre

17

Newcastle

'Top Five' Largest Mulloway Tagged
Tagger

Total length (cm)

System

Lachlan Monro

144

Coffs Harbour

Lachlan Monro;

143

Coffs Harbour

Lachlan Monro

140

Coffs Harbour

Nathan Debono

138

Newcastle Harbour

Saxon Lette

132

Central Coast

One notable capture from the
Mulloway tagged was that made
by six year old Noah Kelly. Noah
was able to catch his first
Mulloway with his father fishing
out of Newcastle. Although the
fish is almost bigger than him,
he toughed it out to land a 92
cm estimated 7 kg Mulloway.
When given the choice to keep
his catch, Noah decided to tag
and release the fish. After
watching the fish swim off, he
had a smile that lasted for days.
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It’s great to also see numerous recaptures right along the coast, with 47 recaptures recorded in the
past 12 months. Fifteen of these fish travelled less than one nautical mile from their release site
while two of these fish were recaptured by the anglers that originally tagged them, both in
Newcastle! Scott McIntyre was able to recapture a 76cm fish four days after originally tagging it
and David Birt's 68cm Mulloway was at liberty for 21 days before he re-caught it - a testament to
Scott and David’s excellent post-capture handling and release skills. David Birt was also lucky
enough to recapture another tagged Mulloway during this period, this time tagged by his son.
Chad Kelly was also able to provide some valuable data by recapturing two tagged Mulloway
that appeared to have stayed in the Hunter River system during their time at liberty.
Mick Carrambine recaptured a Mulloway originally tagged by Ivan Maric in February 2016 in
Botany Bay. Time at liberty was 865 days and the fish was 30 cm larger after heading south 109
km to the Shoalhaven River. This fish represents the longest distance travelled by a Mulloway in
this period. Dan Conquest recaptured a Mulloway originally tagged in December 2015 by Chris
Cleaver. The fish was recaptured 55 km north in the Hawkesbury River and is the longest time
recorded at liberty at 1155 days. Over this time the fish had grown from 60 cm to an impressive
108 cm.
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109 km by sea: a long
trip south by tagged
Mulloway #A599624
after being tagged by
Ivan Maric in Botany
Bay the fish travelled
109 km straight line
to be recaptured in
the Shoalhaven River
by Mick Carrambine.

Impressive 1155 days
at liberty: Mulloway
#A599614 was
originally tagged by
Chris Cleaver in the
Georges River before
heading north to be
recaptured by Dan
Conquest.
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Snapper Tagging In NSW
Snapper (Chrysophrys auratus) are one of NSW’s most popular recreational target species and the
Dave Irvine Memorial Snapper Classic is the most popular snapper-only tournament in the state each
year. As a catch-and-release tournament featuring many of NSW’s top snapper anglers, the DIMSC
represents an unprecedented opportunity to tag and release a large number of fish in a relatively small
area over a small time period each year. With the support of the organisers, this citizen science
initiative carried by the NSW Research Angler Program, NEWTAG and ANSA NSW has tagged fish at
the DIMSC for the past two events (2016 & 2017).

The involvement of 55 anglers participating in the 2016 and 2017 editions of the DIMSC has resulted
in 206 fish tagged overall (114 in 2016 and 92 last year). As can be seen in the above figure, the sizes of
fish tagged have been very similar over the two years. A minimum suggested size for tagging of 60 cm
has been recommended and as a result, the average size of fish tagged has been a quality 65 cm! This
minimum size has been recommended as research has shown that larger snapper are more likely to
move when compared to more residential nature of smaller size classes. Some very impressive fish
have been tagged with almost 30 fish of more than 80 cm in length released with a tag in the past 2
years. With the advent of many extremely effective artificial lures used when targeting snapper, the
incidences of mouth-hooking are high and result in fish being released in the best possible condition.
Surprisingly, just three tagged fish have been subsequently recaptured, all from the 2016 comp, none
of which moved significant distances despite being at liberty for up to 473 days.
Tag-recapture data is primarily used to infer migration patterns and the growth of fish in the wild. By
accurately recording the location where a fish is tagged and its length, researchers have a prior history
of an individual fish should that tagged fish be subsequently recaptured and reported. As well as
providing movement and growth information, tag-recapture data can also be beneficial in providing an
improved understanding of stock structure, the connectivity of fish populations and identifying
spawning aggregations. This information in turn maybe used to inform management strategies to
ensure the future sustainability of the stock.
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Some more great results for NEWTAG:
Citizen science projects like NEWTAG show that correct handling techniques and a willingness to
release these big snapper to live another day is a good thing.
During some initial trials in checking the viability of tagging snappper in NSW back in 2015/16
has seen a handful of snapper tagged that are starting to show up in recaptures. 2 fish tagged in
southern Sydney have been recaptured years later.
A 60cm fish tagged on 3/10/15 was recaptured at Camden Haven on 15/1/19 at 64cm. 1200 days
at liberty and travelled 380km.
The next fish was tagged on 9/4/16 at 68cm was recaptured at Point Plomer on 15/6/19 at
75.5cm. It had travelled 370km.

On the morning of the 6th of August 2017 Alan McNamara caught and released a 55cm snapper
(49cm fork) as part of the Dave Irvine Memorial Snapper Classic in Coffs Harbour. The fish (as
seen below) went on to be recaptured on the 28th of October 2018 by gun local angler Adrian
Gray. Adrian done a good job noticing the tag as it had significant growth on it. The fish had
grown 14cm (55cm to 69cm) in 448 days at large. The fish had stayed within the local area,
travelling an estimated 3 nautical miles between reefs.
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ANSA Queensland Report
There have been many highlights and achievements throughout the year for the Qld
Sportfisher and our affiliated clubs and the executive committee are looking forward to the
year ahead.
In October we had our AGM Elections and we now have a new President, Adam Royle from
Hinchinbrook SFC was elected unopposed. Adam has been the Vice President to Nathan
Johnston for several years. Nathan’s new fishing guide business has left him time poor and feel
he could not do the role justice and made the decision to take a step back. But in a role reversal
Nathan has been elected to vice president. The swap in roles at the top will lead to a smooth
transition which will be of great benefit for the organisation. Beau Britton from Bundaberg SC
did not re-nominate and Helen Johnson from the same club has been elected as Records
officer. The committee is:
President – Adam Royle from Hinchinbrook SFC.
Vice-president – Nathan Johnston from Keppel Bay SFC.
Secretary – Rodney Enkelmann from Keppel Bay SFC.
Treasurer – Andrew Doherty from Redcliffe Peninsula G&SC.
Events Convener - Michael King from Redcliffe Peninsula G&SC.
Research & Tagging - Robert Dover from Kingaroy SFC.
PR & Media – Matthew Leavy from Hinchinbrook SFC.
Records - Helen Johnston from Bundaberg SFC.
There have been some fantastic fishing events held this year including the Nth Qld
Sportfishing championships which is also a regional Interclub event. Over 100 entrants from 6
clubs including 21 juniors. There was the annual Tagatoga held on Borumba Dam and hosted
by Kingaroy SFC. This is a very successful event that is capped at 20 teams due to the size of
the dam. It is a very enjoyable weekend of healthy competition targeting Saratoga for research
purposes. Along with many other club events we are experiencing a real boost in participation
level for our online competitions like the Statewide Species Challenge, the Trophy Length
Leaderboard, Champion Club and Champion angler. One of the highlights has been is the
increased promotion of Tagalong fishing trips. This is where ANSA clubs promote their Fishing
trips to other clubs so visiting members can tag-a-long and get involved.
The Fishing Festival this year was hosted by the Sunshine Coast Sportfishing Club. Several
years ago, the ANSA Qld Executive decided that AGM would be held alongside a fishing event
and get together. Host clubs take ownership of the annual event and develop a program that
suits their club and region. The Festival includes a meet and greet, a fishing competition,
ANSA Awards night and AGM. Next year the festival will be held in the Hinchinbrook region,
which is a fishing hotspot for Barra, Jacks and many tropical reef species. This may also be a
great opportunity for southern anglers to make the track north and take on the Queenslanders.
Dates will be out shortly.
Qld Sportfishers financial situation could be described as steady. This year saw the launch of
our new Active Clubs Program. This program supports clubs by offering co-contributions via a
considered application for funds to run community based programs which will hopefully lead
to new memberships or stronger club environment. We also offered applications for the Vic
McCristal Sportfishing Writers Scholarship. Unfortunately, the Scholarship was not taken up
this year, but has been in the past.
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The scheme has been beneficial to previous recipients of the scholarship like Matt Leavy who is
now our media officer and writes in the Fish & Boat magazine and Nick “Nickfish” Thompson
who also writes for Fish & Boat, has his own YouTube channel and recently featured on Creek
to Coast. Not bad for a young bloke still in his teens.
The Qld Sportfishers pink tag program continues to go from strength to strength. The number
of fish tagged, and numbers of active taggers is growing, and this should continue to increase
as clubs submit more monitoring programs. We need to mention one man’s milestone as an
example of tagging dedication. Adam Royle has tagged and release over 100 Mangrove Jack.
Great effort.
We have had a few challenges this year. Our main pain point was issues with our IT provider,
but we are confident the new provider will meet our requirements and look forward to seeing
improvements in our online services. A modern workable website is a major expense to the
organisation but is must for running our competitions and communications with our
members. Also, we had three small clubs fold due to lack of numbers to form committees. The
displaced members then join other clubs or register as individuals. We have also had
Chinchilla Fishing Club join up.
Qld Sportfishers appointed a sub-committee to organise an event that was to be the Qld State
Titles. The concept was that members from each club would be selected on merit to compete in
a stand-alone tournament run conjunction with the Sunshine coast Fishing Festival but due to
lack of nominations we agreed to cancel it as there were some costs involved that made it not
feasible. There was a lack of nominated anglers for a variety of reasons. It was disappointing,
so instead we had an interclub trophy for the festival which provided some friendly rivalry
between clubs. The executive will discuss the future of a Qld State Titles later.
The Executive and members of ANSA Queensland will be looking to build on the fantastic
efforts of previous committee.
Mick King
Events Convener
On behalf of Qld Sportfishers
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ANSA South Australia Report
I am pleased to submit my tenth annual report to ANSA National having served 10 years as
state president.
ANSA SA continues to slowly grow in a time of significant changes to recreational fishing
representation in South Australia
We have eight affiliated clubs state-wide and preliminary discussions with another group
wishing to form an ANSA affiliated club.
Memberships total just under 200
Recreational fishing representation is undergoing a major change in South Australia with the
change of state government from a labour to a liberal government.
Our peak body RecFishSA is no longer recognised as a peak body by the new Liberal
government and the government has and is taking steps to remove all references to RFSA from
government legislation.
RFSA and the state government received many letters and communiques of support from
ANSA National, ANSA SA and other affiliated bodies for RFSA but ignored all
RFSA has been replaced with The Minister’s Recreational Fishing Advisory Council known as
the MRFAC.
The committee comprising of nominees from two online facebook groups (FishinSA and South
Australian Fishing Alliance) and five individual candidates elected by the community by an
online voting process that left much to be desired with many wishing to vote unable to
complete the online process. Forty-two candidates were selected by the government to stand
for election after a selection process which saw some individuals not allowed to stand.
I personally would think this was anything but a democratic process.
Pleasing to note that since this has happened membership of RFSA has increased
substantially.
Fresh water fishing in South Australia continues to grow with stocking of reservoirs by RFSA
and its affiliates. At the time of writing the Liberal government has mooted that this will
change also and a new system of permit entry will be put in place run by the state government,
replacing a system run by RFSA at no cost to the government with a bureaucratic process at
cost to the constituents .
I am disappointed to report the collapse of the bio mass of our snapper our once iconic species
PIRSA an SARDI carried on regardless after the impeding collapse was warned of by RFSA and
ANSA SA at many meetings as long as ten years ago.
At the time of compiling this report PIRSA has not announced its intentions
A three-year total ban has been mentioned along with various scenarios
Personally, I think it will take a generation to fix if at all I would like to be proved wrong.
Tagging has played a big part in ANSA SA’s continued growth and our partnership with
SAFTAG and with the information gained from tagging we are able to challenge or endorse
decisions made by our fishing regulators (PIRSA) and their researches at SARDI.
I commend Paul Wolfendale our state recorder once again for the excellent job he does, and
the quality of his report is indicative of the standard of work he produces throughout the year.
Simon Green our state treasurer also does a great job collecting affiliation fees and keeping our
finances in check.
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Also pleasing to note that some of our State committee members sit on the board of RFSA and
are quite active in Recreational Fishing Committees affiliated with RFSA .
Alan Hall
President ANSA South Australian Division

1800 625 901
saftag@gmail.com

ANNUAL REPORT 2019

ANSA members, and colleagues, it is my pleasure to present the SAFTAG Annual report for
2019.
2019 was again an interesting year for SAFTAG as we tagged our 11000th fish and recorded
our 674th recapture.
Our little tagging program will celebrate 20 years of tagging later in the year.
Perhaps the prize recapture for the year is our first Southern Bluefin Tuna recapture. Tony
Whitmore from NDSFC tagged a 15 kilo fish near Victor Harbor in January. A few weeks later
the fish was netted about 50km away at Sander's Bank. The commercial operator then swam
the fish to Port Lincoln where it was fattened up to a healthy 35kg. In July that fish was
harvested and sent to Japan. These Tuna certainly get around.
We've seen another few Golden Perch moving interstate but none further than about
Mildura/Wentworth. 3 of these were out for over 1000 days.
Good numbers of Murray Cod have also been tagged again after a quiet year last year. All Cod
in SA must be released so it makes great sense to tag them.
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Snapper tagging has dropped off this year as decent Reds are becoming very hard to find. Our
scientists have assessed the stock as the lowest ever with estimated total biomass at tonnages
lower than a decent annual commercial catch. Effectively, without serious intervention we
have about one year's fish left. The government is considering a potential ban on Snapper take,
for 3 years or so. The wheels turn very slowly in SA but we're hopeful that tag and release
fishing will be encouraged so that we can help monitor the effects of any potential ban.
Below is a graphic breakdown of our main tagging species.
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Our second graph displays the total numbers of fish tagged and percentage recaptured each
year.

TAGS

RECAP %

Tight lines
Marcel Vandergoot
SAFTAG Co-ordinator
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ANSA Tasmania Report
This season has been a very productive one on the fishing front for ANSA TAS members.
All Members have managed milestones in their fishing exploits with many new species on the
board.
The season has seen new members from all levels of experience join.
The trips have seen a trend towards more family trips with many members bringing along
their little one to experience fishing and what the club offers.
Fishing trips as normal have been a great success with good attendance and fishing at all
events.
Thanks must go out to all committee members for their hard work during the year.
A special thanks to members Nick and Helen Crawford for allowing us to use their home as a
base in St Helens.
To Andrew and Jeanie Edwards and Chris Luttrell and family a special thank you to you also
for allowing usd to use your shacks at Swansea.
All in all, everything is running smoothly with ANSA TAS and I look forward to the new season
with new members.

Tom Crawford
President
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ANSA Victoria Report
This year has seen much happening on the recreational fishing front with the successful return
of the Labor government and their election promises of removing launching ramp fees and
making the Gippsland Lakes net free just to name a few.
All topics at this stage seem to be very active with many angling groups, we at ANSA Victoria
will continue to play our roll with making sure we secure a future for us and our beloved
fishery.
All Conventions this year again were well supported with good numbers in attendance. The
introduction of a ‘length only’ Convention last year into the ANSA State Championship system
seems to have been a success with other host Convention clubs also looking at the possibility of
going down this road.
It is hoped the change attracts new members to ANSA, accommodating options for all anglers.
The establishment of a public boat ramp on the Maribyrnong River is hopefully going to
become a reality early next year. Unfortunately the actual location of the ramp, which
appeared settled, has now become a bit of a political football so we’ll just have to wait and see
what happens.
We have also assisted Fisheries with the ‘Maribyrnong River Revival’ which includes the
stocking of Estuary Perch and we have recently assisted with identifying appropriate sites for
locating fish habitat structures.
There has been a project happening in the Barwon River with 70,000 Estuary Perch being
released, mapping of the river bed to identify the best places to introduce new snags and
habitat and the planting of 2,300 trees and grasses on some river frontage recently reclaimed
by the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority. The tree planting had 40 volunteers
help with the planting of which almost half were ANSA members. Further such projects are
planned for other rivers in the west of the state over the next 12 months with our local clubs
heavily involved.
This year saw the stepping down of Kevin Hunter from his role as state secretary. Kevin, a Life
Member, has been involved with ANSA from the very early days and has been a role model for
many. His contribution to the state executive will never be forgotten. We wish Kevin all the
very best and thank him for all he has done for the members and association.
Memberships in 2018/2019 were up by 9 members on 2017/18 and 3 up on the previous year.
Hopefully this trend will continue.
Wayne Zita
Secretary
ANSA Victoria
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ANSA Western Australia Report
Member numbers have continued to decline with the sad loss of another ANSA club with the
members from C.P.B.A. no longer wishing to be affiliated. Numbers are also down in my club
at Kalbarri with only 4 members still affiliated.
In the north we still have a very strong club membership and active participation by a number
of juniors as noted in the records part of this report.
Records:
Mick Grasso in the north has had his work cut out this year with a list as long as your arm of
claims. 33 State Records. 32 National line class records claimed and 1 length record.
Sub Junior: 18 State & 17 National for Max Grasso & 1 State & National for Mia Grasso
Junior: 5 State/National for Jessica Hornhardt & 4 State/National for Cloe Hornhardt.
Max Grasso also had a masters claim for Lure Fishing & 30 Species Sportfishing.

What a top effort from the youngster, well done and lets hope things continue to progress in
the north at N.B.S.C.
Tagging:
The tagging program is still going well, more direct members are now listed than we have
ANSA members. Continual development of the system and the revamped smart phone app
have made things a lot easier work wise as the data is now more direct and instant for checking
and certificate issuing, we hope to have add ons to help with direct membership payments and
renewals early in the new year.
Steve Wiseman
President
ANSA Western Australia
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