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Dear ANSA Colleague, 
  
I am writing to bring you up to date on a couple of important issues. 
  
Commonwealth Marine Reserves. 
  
Assistant Fisheries Minister, Senator Anne Ruston, recently travelled 
throughout Qld speaking to recreational fishers seeking their views about 
the impacts of the proposed Commonwealth marine reserve roll 
out, particularly implications for the Coral Sea Marine Reserve. 
  
By all accounts the longstanding ANSA position of "no recreational fisher 
lockouts without justifiable science" was clearly reinforced by all those 
who had the good fortune to speak with the Senator. 
  
Allan Hansard (ARFF), Brett Cleary (GFAA) and myself met with 
Environmental Minister Greg Hunt in Canberra  last week to reaffirm our 
"no lock out" position on marine reserves and to remind the government 
of its pre election commitment to support marine parks based only on 
appropriate science acknowledging that recreational fishers were not a 
threat to the marine environment and it was not the Coalition's intention 
to support a lockout of recreational fishers or restrict the ability of 
recreational fishers to access local areas. Ongoing consultation with 
recreational fishers was also promised. 
  
Since coming to power the Coalition did establish Bioregional Advisory 
panels in those locations where it was proposed new Commonwealth 
marine reserves would be established -  Coral Sea Reserve, Temperate 
East, South West, North West and North Reserve networks. ANSA 
together with members of ARFF have consulted regularly with these 
panels and have consistently argued the case for a better deal for 
recreational fishers which included no lockouts without justifiable science 
and a  more liberal interpretation of what will or wont be allowed in IUCN 
11 green zones which currently impose a ban on all forms of commercial 
and recreational fishing. 
  
The Advisory panels have now concluded their review process and have 
made recommendations to the Minister. These recommendations have not 
yet been made public but  our information is that the recommendations 
are not that different from those proposed when Labor was in power and 
the current interpretation of IUCN 11 is to stand. 
  
At our recent meeting with Minister Hunt we expressed our 
disappointment with the reported outcome of the Advisory panel review 



and appealed to the Minster and the government to reconsider the plight 
of recreational fishers - especially to re examine the merit of allowing  a 
more flexible interpretation of IUCN 11 in the regulations so that some 
forms of managed recreational fishing would be permissible in these 
zones. Minster Hunt did agree to reconsider this option as it was in his 
words " important that we get the process right". 
  
The final plans for the marine reserves  will be released for public 
consultation in about 3 months time. In the interim we will continue to 
have constructive dialogue with Minster Hunt and Assistant Minister 
Ruston. 
  
Supertrawler 
  
AFMA announced on 29 January that fishing operations of the Geelong 
Star were stopped following an unexpected high mortality of Albatross 
during its most recent trawl operations along the NSW South Coast. It 
seems that the Geelong Star is concentrating its fishing efforts within 
zone 6 which extends from south of Sydney down to Port Albert in 
Victoria and the top east side of Tasmania. Due to mid water trawl 
restrictions which apply across much of zone 6 the Geelong Star has been 
fishing close to State water boundaries and there have been many 
confirmed sightings of the vessel fishing inshore off Bermagui/ Merimbula. 
  
Fishing operations have now resumed following consultation with AFMA 
and changes to the trawling gear which it is believed will avoid trawling 
interaction with Albatross and minimise mortalities. ANSA and other ARFF 
members will continue to closely monitor the fishing operations of the 
Geelong Star and other activities which have a bearing on the small 
pelagic fishery. 
  
ANSA has also made a formal submission to the Senate Inquiry into the 
environmental, social and economic impacts of large capacity fishing 
vessels, commonly known as supertrawlers, operating in Australia's 
marine jurisdiction. A copy of the ANSA submission is attached and all 
relevant submissions can be found on the following AFMA link 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Envi
ronment_and_Communications/Supertrawlers/Submissions. The ANSA 
submission can also be viewed on the ANSA website.  
  
In excess of 100 submissions have been lodged with the Senate Inquiry 
thus far but most embrace a simple message "No Supertrawlers". If you 
can make the time I strongly recommend that you read over the ARFF 
and RFA submissions and those put forward by Seafish Tasmania 
(owner/operators of the Geelong Star) and the SPFIA industry body. 
  



There has been quite a bit of recreational fisher and community unrest on 
the NSW South Coast with the inshore fishing operations of the Geelong 
Star. Sitting local member for Eden Monaro, Dr Peter Hendy (Assistant 
Minister for Productivity) is very much aware of the concerns of local 
recreational fishers and to his credit has met with local community groups 
voicing protest about the Geelong Star and its impacts upon  local 
communities. 
  
In terms of ongoing engagement between the owner operators of the 
Geelong Star, AFMA and members of ARFF - including ANSA, no decision 
has been taken by ARFF members at this time and we will review all 
options in light of the Senate Inquiry deliberations and any other issue of 
importance that might arise over the interim. 
  
  
AGM and Changes to the National Executive 
  
The ANSA National AGM and Branch Delegates meeting was held in 
Sydney late October last year and it was pleasing to see most State 
Branches  represented and a wide range of State and National topics 
addressed. You can view the 2015 ANSA National report which details 
most of the issues addressed at the meeting on the ANSA website at 
http://www.ansa.com.au./ 
  
  
Sadly Bill Sawynok , longstanding ANSA Research Director, finally decided 
to call it a day and Ron Poole, our current Chair has put us on notice that 
he will be standing down later this year. Bill has been  an outstanding 
contributor to ANSA affairs over many decades and his involvement and 
contribution will be very much missed. Likewise Ron has done an 
outstanding job in keeping us all on the right path for many years. These 
departures now leave a number of positions on the National Executive 
that need to be filled.  Preferably we would like to see every Branch 
represented on the National Executive so that the day to day business of 
ANSA National is reflective of what our grass members expect and 
deserve. If you are interested in a position on the National Executive and 
would like to know more about what is involved then please get in touch 
with me by email or phone on 0408609586. 
  
  
Review of ANSA Rules 
  
Now is the time for ANSA members to consider and put forward any 
suggestions for changes to the ANSA Rule Book. Suggested changes 
should be put through your State Branch Committee for review and 
endorsement  and then referred onto me c/o the ANSA National 
Executive. Time wise we need to have all changes considered and 



determined by a joint meeting of State Delegates no later than 30 April 
2016 so that any agreed changes can be incorporated into a  reprint of 
the rule book and distributed to members before 1 July 2016. Ideally we 
would like to establish a sub-committee comprising of State branch 
members to assist National with the task of evaluating suggested 
changes. If you are interested in being a member of this sub- committee 
then please get in touch with me. 
  
Enough for now. 
  
Regards 
  
John Burgess 
Executive Officer/ Director 
ANSA National Ltd  
  
	 
 


