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MEDIA	RELEASE		-	3	December	2015	
Geelong Star Talks - a positive start but still some way to go 

	
The Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation (ARFF), the national organisation representing the interests 
of Australia’s recreational fishing community recently met with the Assistant Minister for Fisheries and 
representatives of the commercial fishing sector to discuss issues relating to resource sharing and the 
operations of the Geelong Star. The talks were constructive, and informative, but it is clear that there is some 
way to go before the concerns recreational fishers have about the operations of the Geelong Star are fully 
addressed. 
 
“ARFF would like to thank the Assistant Minister for Fisheries, Anne Ruston for her leadership in organising 
the meeting. ARFF also thank the Assistant Minister for committing to work with ARFF on addressing how 
recreational fishers and other stakeholder groups can be appropriately recognised in fisheries management 
legislation and fisheries management processes.” Mr Hansard, Managing Director of ARFF said. 
 
“Talks with the commercial fishing representatives on the operations of the Geelong Star were constructive. 
They progressed our understanding of the fishery but were also challenging. The true nature of the challenge 
of achieving an outcome where the vessel will avoid key recreational fishing areas, particularly over the busy 
summer holiday period is now clearer. 
 
“It is the objective of the ARFF to be constructive in the process and we tabled a map of ‘areas of concern’ 
and advised that fishing operations in the ‘areas of concern’, particularly those on the south east coast of 
Australia would have a high probability of interaction with recreational fishers over the summer period. We 
also advised that these areas should not be fished by the Geelong Star to avoid such interactions.  
 
“While there were no agreed outcomes in relation to the operation of the Geelong Star for this fishing season 
during the meeting, there was constructive discussion on how a fishing program might be structured in the 
future and an agreement to meet again in late January to progress these talks.  
 
“ARFF notes that subsequently, the Geelong Star operators have offered not to fish Zone 7 (from Barrenjoey 
NSW to Fraser Island Qld) and also not fish near major game fishing tournaments to the end of the Fishing 
season on 30 April 2016. “This is a welcome development, and a step in the right direction.  In exploring 
other possible concessions, we encourage the Geelong Star operators to also consider the recreational 
fishers and the coastal communities south of Zone 7 and the millions of recreational fishers who are not 
involved in fishing tournament activities.  
 
“Other outcomes of the meeting included a mapping by AFMA of all the fisheries and environmental closures 
over the area of the small pelagic fishery. These closures impact on the ability of the vessel to fish 
throughout the full range of the fishery, especially on the Australian east coast. ARFF were not previously 
aware of the full implications of these special closures on the operation of the vessel. However this 
information consolidated in the form of a map highlighted to recreational and commercial fishers the 
significant challenge that will need to be addressed in finding a future outcome.  
 
”Finding a long term solution to this complex issue was always going to be challenging and while the talks 
have given us a far better understanding on some issues, other issues revealed through the talks have 
added further complexity. However, we have agreed to meet with representatives of the commercial fishing 
sector early next year where we will be taking the opportunity to explore these issues further.” Mr Hansard 
concluded. 
	
	
	
ENDS: 
For	more	information: 
Nicholle	Smith	
Mob:	0427	267	545 
Email:	enquiries	@recreationalfishing.com.au 


