
 
 
Geelong Star/ Small Pelagic Fishery Update 24.6.2015 
 
Dear ANSA Colleague, 
 
Another update on where we and the ARFF (Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation) are at in terms of the Geelong 
Star and its fishing operations in the Commonwealth small pelagic fishery. 
 
Earlier this month I advised that ARFF had been in ongoing negotiations with the Australian Government, 
AFMA (Australian Fisheries Management Authority) and the operators of the Geelong Star with the intention of 
restricting the fishing operations of this large scale commercial fishing vessel along much of the Australian coastline to 
minimise the impact upon recreational fishing and bait fish resources.  
 
These negotiations broke down early in June and following a meeting with the government and AFMA in Canberra on 3 
June it was agreed by ARFF members that we would have one more final attempt to resume negotiations with all 
stakeholders to scale back the fishing operations of the Geelong Star and to have recreational fishing recognised in 
Government legislation and fisheries management to ensure that the future interests of recreational fishing are better 
protected across all Commonwealth fisheries. 
 
Terms and conditions for the resumption of negotiations with the operators of the Geelong Star were formally advised 
to the Australian government on 15 June with a deadline for response of 22 June and an  expected negotiated 
outcome deadline of no later than 15 July 2015. To date we have not had a reply from the government. 
 
Over the past week there has been a new development which has generated added controversy with this fishing 
operation. Another dolphin mortality occurred on 17 June somewhere near Flinders Island. This is the ninth dolphin 
mortality since the Geelong Star commenced fishing in April. Accordingly AFMA has closed zone 6 (where the dolphin 
incident occurred) for a period of 6 months concluding on 16 December 2015. The Geelong Star was previously 
banned from fishing at night following the earlier dolphin deaths and 6 month bans imposed on fishing zones where 
any new dolphin mortality was recorded. 
 
Members of ARFF are rightly concerned that the closure of zone 6 will see a concentration of effort on other zones 
within the SPF - in particular zones 4 and 5 which ring most of Tasmania and are the main spawning 
aggregation areas for small pelagic species such as Jack Mackerel and will potentially elevate the risk of local area 
depletion. 
 
What is also very disappointing is that ARFF members were not given prompt notice of the recent dolphin mortality. 
Given the extent of dialogue that has been ongoing with AFMA, the Government and the operators of the Geelong Star 
and the high level of public interest in this fishery it is difficult to fathom why were not told about the incident when it 
happened. An obscure reference to the 6 month closure did appear on the AFMA website but not where it would be 
readily picked up. 
 
ARFF members are annoyed and disappointed by this lack of notice and transparency by AFMA and the government 
and the attached media release has been issued in response. 
 
Just what impact this latest mortality incident  will have upon the future fishing operations of the Geelong Star in the 
remainder of the small pelagic fishery and future negotiations between ARFF and the government etc remain to be 
seen.  Will keep you posted. 
 
Please circulate to your club and member networks. 
 
Regards 
 
John Burgess 
Executive Officer/Director  
ANSA National Ltd 
24 June 2015 
 
	  


