
 
 
ANSA Update on Geelong Star / SPF. 17 June 2015 
 
Dear ANSA Colleague, 
 
Another update on where we and the ARFF (Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation) are at in terms of negotiating 
an agreement with the operators of the Geelong Star and AFMA and the Australian Government to restrict large scale 
commercial fishing operations within the small pelagic fishery. 
 
To date our best endeavours to negotiate a realistic agreement with the operators of the Geelong Star and members 
of the Small Pelagic Fisheries Industry Association (SPFIA) have been unproductive.  
 
On 3 June representatives from ARFF were invited to Parliament House in Canberra to discuss recreational fisher 
concerns over the industrial commercial fishing of the small pelagic fishery (SPF) with Members of Parliament. The 
discussions covered the concerns recreational fishers have about the impacts of industrial scale fishing of the SPF, why 
ARFF ceased talks with the (SPFIA) and future approaches to ensuring iconic recreational fishing areas are protected 
from industrial scale commercial fishing.  
 
It was made it clear that ARFF members had long standing concerns about industrial scale commercial fishing of the 
SPF. ARFF's position is that decisions on if and how commercial fishing should be allowed in the SPF should only be 
made when the concerns of recreational fishers are properly recognised, managed and where appropriate, regulated 
by the Government. In short, ARFF does not believe this is the best use of the forage fish in Australian waters.  
  
Another key element of the discussions was the need to have recreational fishing appropriately recognised in 
Government legislation and fisheries management as soon as possible to avoid future issues like the industrial 
commercial fishing of the SPF arising.  
 
ARFF member also met with representatives from Minister Hunt's Office, AFMA and with Senator Colbeck. 
Parliamentary Secretary for Fisheries.  
 
ARFF remain committed to pursuing outcomes that protect recreational fishing areas, recreational fishers and the 
communities that support them from the impacts of industrial fishing activities. 
 
Post this meeting it was agreed by all ARFF members that we continue our efforts  to negotiate an equitable outcome 
with the  Geelong Star operators, AFMA and the Australian government. This will very probably be our final bid to 
negotiate an outcome. 
 
I have attached a copy of the terms and conditions which ARFF has stipulated will be the basis for the reopening of 
negotiations with the Geelong Star operators. The time frame for acceptance of these terms and conditions is 15 July 
2015. Also attached is correspondence from the ARFF which was sent to Senator Richard Colbeck, on 15 June 2015 
citing these terms and conditions. 
 
The ball is now with the Geelong Star operators and the Australian government to respond and for the latter to commit 
to the process for recreational fishing to be recognised in the Fisheries Management Act. 
 
The Geelong Star is currently somewhere on the high seas. It has been sighted at various locations on the NSW South 
Coast and is now believed to be somewhere off Tasmania. It can be assumed that the vessel operators are playing it 
safe with fishing activities to minimise the risk of another dolphin or seal mortality - this would have serious 
implications and see the vessel banned from fishing in that zone for 6 months. 
 
Also over the past week there has been disclosure that Dr Kirsten Davies, former chair of the AFMA Resource 
Assessment Group resigned her post in Feb 2015 citing the conflict of interest by Gerry Geen who is a part owner of 
the Geelong Star and a member of the RAG. See copy of media release for more detail. 
 
Politically the pressure is continuing to mount on the government and the operators of the Geelong Star to seriously 
consider the terms and conditions sought by ARFF.  
 
I will continue to keep you posted. Please circulate to your club and member networks 
 
John Burgess 
Executive Officer/ Director 
ANSA National Ltd 
17 June 2015 
 
  
	  


