
 
 
ANSA Update on Geelong Star/ Small Pelagic Fishery. 16 April 2015 
 
Dear ANSA colleagues, 
 
It is appropriate that I now bring members up to date on a number of issues that have involved ANSA and the partner 
members of the Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation (ARFF) over the past 2 months in connection with the 
arrival of the "Almost Supertrawler" Geelong Star in Australian waters and the granting by the Australian Fisheries 
Management Authority (AFMA) of a Vessel Management Plan ( VMP ) for the Geelong Star to fish for small pelagic 
species within Australian commonwealth waters  ranging from the bottom of WA across SA and Vic and Tas and to the 
northern coast of NSW. 
 
The Geelong Star is operated by Seafish Tasmania which is the same company which was intent on fishing for small 
pelagic fish species in Australian Commonwealth waters using the Margiris Supertrawler. The Geelong Star is currently 
fishing legally in waters somewhere  between Albany and Geelong which will be its base port. Currently there are 
several AFMA observers on board the vessel checking to see that technical apparatus to minimise interaction with 
protected marine life (Sea Lions, Seals, Dolphins etc ) and birdlife are functioning consistent with requirement of the 
VMS. The Geelong Star does not fit with the Australian government's criteria for what is defined as a supertrawler  (ie 
a trawler factory vessel over 130 metres in length). The Geelong Star is 95 metres long and therefore is outside the 
scope of the Governments commitment to ban supertrawlers from Australian waters. 
 
Seafish Tasmania currently holds AFMA approved total allowable catch quota to take 16567 tonnes of small pelagic 
species from Australian waters - this includes;   
 
Eastern zone  - Blue Mackerel  836 tonne 
                     - Jack Mackerel 6195 t 
                     - Redbait 3516 t 
 
Western zone  - Blue Mackerel 1119 tonne 
                     - Jack Mackerel  1896 t 
                     - Redbait 3004 t 
 
All told the AFMA total allowable catch quota for the small pelagic fishery is 34890 tonnes. Sea fish Tasmania is the 
largest quota holder with the remaining quota held by a number of small commercial fisher businesses (quota 1000 
tone or less ) with the exception of one other large scale operator which holds quota of 13710 tonnes. It is possible 
that another commercial fisher will follow in the footsteps of Seafish Tasmania and seek AFMA approval to use another 
large trawler/ processing vessel to fish for small pelagic species.  
 
For obvious reasons ANSA and other members of ARFF would prefer to see the Geelong Star not allowed to fish in 
Australian waters for small pelagic species. We were successful in stopping the Margiris and it would have been our 
preference for the  Australian government to mirror the Margiris ban for the Geelong Star. The reality though is that 
the government is very pro this vessel fishing in Australian waters and generating jobs and other benefits for the 
national economy. 
 
Over the past few months, Allan Hansard (CEO ARFF), Brett Cleary (President GFAA) and myself have been meeting 
and negotiating with the principals of Seafish Tasmania, the SPF Industry Association (SPFIA), AFMA officials and the 
Australian government in a bid to minimise the impact of the Geelong Stars fishing operations upon recreational 
fishers. By necessity these negotiations have had to remain confidential so as not to prejudice the possibility of 
securing an outcome that was acceptable to ARFF members. It is for this reason that until now ARFF (and its member 
executives), has not been in a position to publicly state its position on the small pelagic fishery and the operations of 
the Geelong Star. 
 
The latest meeting with Seafish Tasmania, the SPFIA and AFMA took place yesterday and discussions focussed on the 
ARFF's concerns about the SPF fishing operation and a proposal to restrict where the Geelong Star could not fish. A 
copy of the ARFF fishing proposal for the SPF and the Geelong Star is attached  together with a media release from 
ARFF which went public this afternoon, 
 
Allan Hansard, Brett Cleary and myself will be meeting again late next week with Seafish Tasmania and SPFIA 
executives with the aim of bringing these negotiations to finality with an outcome that is consistent with the ARFF 
proposals. 
 
It is unfortunate that I have not been able to keep members abreast of what has been happening behind the scenes 
until now. Hopefully the outcome will be positive. I am mindful that many ANSA members have been asking what is 
the ANSA position on the Geelong Star and the small pelagic fishery. 
 
Please circulate this information to your membership networks. 
 
Regards 
 



John Burgess 
Executive Officer/ Director 
ANSA National Ltd 
16 April 2015 
	  


