
 

 

VIC MCCRISTAL OAM 

Cardwell resident Vic McCristal AOM, founder of sportfishing in Australia and the 
Australian National Sportfishing Association, and a man regarded by many as the 
nation’s greatest fishing writer who gave inspiration to so many anglers, passed 
away on 14 January 2015. He was 86 years of age and many men envied the 
born free life he lived, as he travelled Australia and other wild places in his quest 
for excitement and knowledge. His articles were as much sought after by 
publishers of magazines as they were by the many avid readers and disciples of 
his views and exploits. He was born and raised in Bellingen in New South Wales 
and after many years of adventure he decided to live permanently in North 
Queensland, so in 1966 he bought a house at Cardwell near Hinchinbrook Island 
and Channel which he revered as paradise from the moment he first saw it. His 
favourite area was Missionary Bay and its myriad of creeks that gave him so much 
enjoyment and fodder for his articles, and his favourite fish species was 
fingermark which he could regularly catch with ease. In addition to numerous 
articles published over many years in various fishing and hunting magazines, he 
wrote and published seven hard copy books and one paperback, which were The 
Family Fisherman, Great Fishing with Lures, Practical Fishing with Lures, 
Freshwater Fighting Fish, Top End Safari, The Rivers and the Sea, The 
Fisherman’s Boat, and Vic McCristal’s Fishing Tackle. His books are greatly 
coveted by those who possess them, particularly those books personally and 
freely autographed by Vic. He readily passed his knowledge gained over many 
years of travel and experiences to all who read his words or shared his company, 
and it is no understatement that he revolutionized modern amateur fishing in 
Australia, with his influences extending offshore to devotees in other countries.  A 
professionally designed commercial DVD of Vic’s life was made some years ago 
by a devotee of Vic’s philosophies and attitude, which has also become a 
collector’s item. For his services to fishing Vic was awarded the AOM in 1986. In 
accordance with his wishes Vic had a private cremation, followed by a spreading 
of his ashes by family and friends in Missionary Bay on Friday 30 January 
followed the next day by a wake at Cardwell Sportfishing Club premises. A large 
crowd exceeding one hundred family and friends attended the wake in memory of 
Vic’s life and friendship. A unique Icon to many he is a great loss to his family, 
friends, Cardwell, the nation and sportfishing. 
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