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Prime Minister Tony Abbott has pledged the temporary ban on a super trawler fishing in Australian waters will 
remain in place, confirming cross-party opposition to the controversial fishing vessel. 

Mr Abbott's decision comes as a two-year ban imposed by the previous government is due to elapse later this 
year. 

"The super trawler was banned from Australian waters...it was banned with the support of members on this side 
of the house," Mr Abbott told Parliament on Tuesday. "It was banned. It will stay banned." 

Mr Abbott was responding to a question from Andrew Wilkie, independent MP from Tasmania. The vessel 
threatened to become an issue in the state's 15 March election. 

The 143-metre long trawler Margiris sought to fish for jack mackerel and redbait around south-eastern Australia 
in 2012 before a former environment minister, Tony Burke, imposed the ban while scientific studies of its effects 
were carried out. 

Mr Abbott's support for a ban was welcomed by Rebecca Hubbard, coordinator of the Stop the Trawler Alliance. 

"But the current ban is due to expire in November," Ms Hubbard said.  "In the long-term we would like to urge Mr 
Abbott to legislate a permanent ban to protect our fisheries and marine environment, as soon as possible," she 
said. 

An independent panel of scientists reviewing the potential impacts for the super trawler under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act is due to report by October. 

The Federal Court last month upheld decisions by Mr Burke against the Margiris. Afterwards proponent Seafish 
Tasmania said it had no plans or intentions to bring the ship back to Australian waters. 

"We believe in the sustainability of the fishery and our only desire was to fish it viably and economically," Seafish 
Tasmania director Gerry Geen said 

Online ship monitoring services reported Margiris in the North Atlantic, west of Ireland, on Tuesday. 

Last year it operated off the coast of Chile, where it also ran into trouble.  On calling into Valparaiso last 
September it met a protest by local fishermen, and a fire began in fuel on the water around the hull, before the 
vessel hastily left the port. 

	  


