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MEMO 
To:      All ANSA Branches 
Date :      13 February 2013 
Subject:   Super Trawler developments 
 
Members will be pleased to know that Minister Tony Burke did the right thing today by 
recreational fishers and the marine environment by blocking the latest proposal by Seafish 
Tasmania and its Dutch joint venture partner to allow the super trawler Abel Tasman (nee 
Margiris) to be allowed to operate as a mother ship for the transhipment and processing of 
jack mackerel and red bait in the Commonwealth small pelagic fishery .  
 
Minister Burke previously knocked back an earlier proposal by the Seafish  Tasmania joint 
venture for the Abel Tasman to fish in its own right for small pelagics with the intention of 
utilising  the 18000 tonne SPF  quota that was allocated to Seafish Tasmania  (in 
questionable circumstances) and other quota to be leased or acquired from other smaller 
trawl operators. A two year ban was imposed by Minister Burke on the licensing of the Abel 
Tasman to fish in Australian waters . 
 
Minister Burke in announcing the latest knock back cited that he was not happy with the new 
proposal which still lacked an up to date environment assessment  and had the same risk 
implications for seals, dolphins and local area depletion and that the risks for sea birds was 
potentially worse. 
 
Backers of the Abel Tasman have now begun Federal Court action against the Governments 
ban on the super trawler. Seafish Tasmania is seeking a judicial review of Minister Burke’s 
decision making process. Fisheries Minister Joe Ludwig has been listed as the respondent in 
proceedings. 
 
ANSA and other peak bodies have strenuously fought against the licensing of the Abel 
Tasman to fish in any capacity within Australian waters and we will continue to express our 
opposition. The Abel Tasman remains tied up in Port Lincoln (SA) as it has nowhere to go. 
 
I have attached a copy of the ANSA submission that was recently sent to AFMA in opposition 
to the transhipment application. The ANSA submission was also sent onto Ministers Burke 
and Ludwig. 
 
I will keep members posted on any new developments. 
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Executive Officer/ Director 


