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Dear Sir /Madam, 
 
On behalf of the board and members of ANSA I would like to take this opportunity to make 
comment on the proposed application to allow fish to be transhipped in the Commonwealth 
Small Pelagic Fishery. I am mindful that the period for comment on the proposed application 
closed on Monday 28 January 2013 but unfortunately my organisation was not aware of the 
transhipment proposal until yesterday. Notwithstanding the lateness of this correspondence 
we would sincerely hope that AFMA will give consideration to the comments made in this 
submission. 
 
By way of background ANSA is one of the largest and oldest recreational fishing peak bodies 
within Australia. We have been operational since 1967 and have a membership base of some 
5000 individuals spread across the nation and a very large network of ANSA affiliated clubs in 
all states and territories. As our name implies our main focus is on sportfishing but we are 
also very actively involved in all issues to do with recreational fishing. ANSA is a foundation 
member of the Australian Recreational and Sportfishing Industry Confederation (Recfish 
Australia) and the Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation (ARFF). ANSA is also a 
member of Minister Ludwig’s Recreational Fishing Roundtable. 
 
It is ANSA’s understanding that the transhipment application involves Seafish Tasmania and 
the use of the large mid water  trawl vessel  FV Abel Tasman. The Abel Tasman  will serve as 
a mother / factory processing vessel to be serviced by a fleet of smaller mid range trawlers 
which will operate in the small pelagic fishery under the expanded TAC that was allocated to 
Seafish Tasmania under questionable circumstances last year. 
 
ANSA in conjunction with many other recreational fishing bodies actively campaigned against 
the original proposal for the FV Abel Tasman to be allowed to fish in Australian 
Commonwealth waters and to take and process small pelagic species under the TAC that 
was allocated to Seafish Tasmania and any additional quota that was to be purchased or 
leased by Seafish Tasmania. 
 
ANSA was very pleased when Ministers Burke and Ludwig took decisive action to stop the 
licensing of the Abel Tasman and introduced legislation into the Australian Parliament to 
empower the Ministers to prevent vessels like the Abel Tasman from fishing in Australian 
Commonwealth waters while further scientific assessment of the SPF fishery was 
undertaken. The Ministers also undertook to establish an Expert Panel to conduct an 
assessment of all potential impacts before any approval would be given to fish in Australian 
waters. Separate to legislative changes under environmental legislation, the Ministers also 



 

 

announced a major review into Commonwealth fisheries management – the first of its kind in 
20 years. Currently the Expert Panel has not been appointed nor have the findings of the 
Commonwealth Fisheries review been made public. 
 
More to the point no additional research has been undertaken in respect of the small pelagic 
fishery and our concerns on issues such as local area depletion and by catch impacts remain 
unresolved. In fact the  operation of a mother / factory processor vessel in conjunction with a 
fleet of smaller mid range trawlers  potentially poses more risk of local area depletion and by 
catch mortality than would have been the case had the FV Abel Tasman been authorised to 
fish Australian waters in its own right as was originally proposed. This type of large scale 
fishing operation also makes observation / compliance much more difficult and costly. 
 
ANSA’s position on the Small Pelagic Fishery remains unchanged and we do not support the 
Transhipment application. It is ANSA’s belief that the transhipment application is premature 
and accordingly should be rejected out of hand or at least be referred to Ministers Burke and 
Ludwig with the intention that the application be then referred for consideration by the Expert 
Panel when it is established and functional and up to date scientific research on the Small 
Pelagic Fishery is undertaken and publicly available. 
 
Please contact me if there are any aspects of this submission that require amplification 
Yours sincerely 

 
John Burgess 
Executive Officer/ Director 
ANSA Ltd 
 
 
 
 


