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PREFACE
History of ANSA.
ANSA originated as result of fishing developments following the war, an increasing
number of anglers started using modern tackle mainly bait casting rods and reels
imported from the U.S., for bass, barramundi and for surfcasting. Developments are
reflected clearly in magazines of the period. (Outdoors was first published in 1948,
Anglers Digest in 1950).
There was an increasing recognition that the sporting value of many Australian species
was not reflected in existing organisations.
From 1960 forward, a number of people had thought of the idea of a new sportfishing
organisation. I do not know who was "first" to think of it but I do know that it was
discussed for quite a few years by Sydney anglers and people such as myself - a country
boy. I can put a finger on one such discussion, held on the roadside just south of Kiama,
between myself, Jack Erskine and Ed Pratt. That was January 1964 during my first round
Australia trip. I had started my exploration of Australian fishing on July 1 1963. The next
couple of years, after repeated visits, I had realised that North Queensland offered the
most potential for a fishing future. Others such as George Bransford had decided the same
way.
I built my home in Cardwell in 1966, with the bricklaying being done by my friend Ed
Pratt, who had moved north to Cairns about the same time. The ANSA concept was
understood by a number of Cairns anglers, and I believe its success came because it
reflected what was happening to Australian fishing. It could not have succeeded
otherwise.
In February 1967 we formed the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" at a
meeting in the old hall at Yorkey's Knob, just north of Cairns.
Within a few months a constitution had been drawn up and an account opened in the
Cairns branch of the Bank of NSW in the name of the "Australian National Sportfishing
Association" It is worth a mention that the late Wal Hardy was patron of that initial
organisation.
Dick Lewers recorded that the NSW group "got the message" of the Cairns movement and
responded by forming what was then the NSW division of ANSA on Saturday August 12
1967.
Three months later, in November 1967, Jack Erskine and Clyde Kelton with three NSW
sport fishermen from Wollongong, John Kettle, Peter Fuller, and Bill Ferguson visited
North Queensland in a light plane. Discussions took place with the Cairns group and the
accepted name of ANSA was endorsed by both groups. However, it had already become
clear that the NSW fraternity would not accept the Cairns constitution. Then, as now,
State Divisions (branches) were more representative of regional interests. Accordingly,
the Cairns ANSA group met on February 7 1968 and became instead the Cairns
Sportfishing Club.
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At this time there was no Queensland Division as such, however Dick Lewers and the
National Organisation have always recognised that the Cairns Sportfishing Club has the
unique distinction of being the first ANSA club.
The first NSW ANSA club was the St.George Sportfishing club, which had its first general
meeting on November 13 1968. On December 13 1969 the first official body was formed as
the "Australian National Sportfishing Association". The original A.N.S.A. badge design
was selected from a competition published in "AUSTRALIAN SPORTFISHING", Summer
edition 1969. The winning design was submitted by John Renolds, Liverpool, NSW.
It was agreed to form the first record chart from the then existing Queensland and N.S.W.
record charts. ANSA's first official Queensland division was formed on August 5 1970 with
only three clubs - Cairns, Maryborough, and Cardwell, with a State total of 150 members.
So far as ANSA goes the story since has been one of steady growth. We now have more
than 200 clubs Nation wide. We are represented on every State fishing council, at Federal
level, and on IGFA. Looking back we can see that the hassles over constitutions and rules,
even point scores, were part of the process of developing sportfishing on a truly
representative and wholly Australian basis.
One of the nicest thoughts is that many of those people who contributed to the forming of
the association are still with us today.
Vic McCristal
The above talk was given by Vic at a Queensland State wide meeting held in Cairns,
(1988).
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National Chairman’s Report
The past year has been a very busy period for ANSA and in particular for our Executive
Officer who has been at the forefront of all discussions, meetings and debates involving
issues and policies which have had an effect on ANSA and its members.
The marine park issue is one we have to keep on top of, especially now the Greens are in a
coalition of sorts with the Australian government and have their own agenda of making
life harder for recreational fishers under the guise of protecting the environment. ANSA is
not opposed to marine parks but it is imperative that all marine parks must undergo a full
and thorough independent scientific assessment to properly assess the viability of park
management plans, goals, objectives and expected outcomes. This should be a basic
requirement before any decisions on park establishment and management plans are
made. Even though the new marine parks now proposed by the Commonwealth will
involve mostly offshore locations beyond the range of many recreational fishers we need
to ensure that our access rights to these waters are not overly restricted and that any
sanctuary or protection zones are backed up with good science and genuine consultation.
ANSA membership numbers have remained static with a few new clubs joining up but it is
hard to compete with so many other sporting pursuits and the constant pressure against
recreational fishers at so many levels. It is regrettable that our NT Branch has languished
but we are confident that a new team of sportfishers will resurrect the ANSA flag in the
Territory before too long. Our ANSA Membership Director and our Recorders are doing a
first class job keeping all members up to date and the spirit of ANSA very much alive
nationally.
It is unfortunate that Recfish has not received ongoing support from the Australian
government and that the services of a full time Executive Officer have had to be dispensed
with. As a founding member of Recfish, ANSA recognises the critical need for recreational
fishers to be effectively represented by a peak body such as Recfish and we sincerely hope
that there is a prospect of all national and state peak recreational fishing bodies banding
together to rejuvenate Recfish and restoring its role as the national voice of all
recreational fishers.
To all my ANSA Executive colleagues, my personal thanks for your dedication and
commitment. Without your contribution we could not be the body that ANSA is today.

Geoffrey Hawkins
Chairman
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National Executive Director’s Report
2009/10 was another extremely busy and challenging year for ANSA at both a Branch and
National level and there is little prospect that the new year will be any different.
ANSA has been at the forefront for most every community and government initiative that
has ramifications for recreational fishing. With the help of our many recreational fishing
colleagues we were fortunate enough to have been able to turn the tide on the Australian
Government’s ban on the recreational take of Mako and Porbeagle sharks. However, we
are now facing a similar restriction on the take of thresher sharks due to a recent IOTC (
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission) listing of the species as endangered. To conserve the
species the IOTC has ruled that all thresher sharks must be released alive and consistent
with the terms of international treaties, the Australian Government is obliged to comply
with the ruling. Negotiations are ongoing with the Australian Government and its Fishery
Agencies in a bid to reach a sensible political outcome similar to that for makos.
Australia’s international obligation under the UN Convention of Biological Diversity to
ring the Australian coast with a network of marine reserves and marine parks by 2012 is
nearing finalisation. Proposed commonwealth marine park locations (AFA’s) have been
identified in NSW, QLD, WA and the NT and there has been much discussion and
consultation with DEWHA management in terms of what types of protective zones will be
introduced - where they might be - and the issue of compensation for those activities,
such as fishing, which might be adversely impacted as a result of access and fishing
restrictions. The public consultation process has been delayed as a consequence of the
recent Federal elections but regardless of who wins office the commonwealth marine
zoning process will continue to roll out.
There has been a lot of anxiety expressed by commercial and recreational fishing groups
that are fearful the proposed new commonwealth marine reserves/ parks will severely
restrict fishing access. This anxiety has been fuelled by the demands of the conservation
groups to lock up 30% of Australian waters as no fishing zones. From a personal
perspective I don’t believe this will happen based on the outcome of the South Eastern
commonwealth marine reserve that was implemented a few years back and embraced the
SA, Vic and Tas coasts. The impact on recreational fishing was minimal as most
protection zones were in distant commonwealth waters seldom accessed by recfishers. I
am hopeful this precedent will apply for the new marine parks / reserves. However we
cannot afford to become complacent and all recreational fishers need to be alert to what’s
happening around them and be prepared to protect their patch.
Within NSW the review process for the Jervis Bay and Solitary Island marine parks is
currently in train and all recfishers are encouraged to participate personally in the review
process. This is your only opportunity to have a say on the future of these parks for the
next decade as the review period will shift from 5 to 10 years. Take the time to go to the
www.savesol.com and www.savejb.com websites to learn more about these marine parks
and participate in the review process.
In Victoria it was very pleasing and encouraging to see the Brumby Government very
quickly and decisively put an end to the local ambitions by the Victorian National Parks
Association to create a smorgasbord of new marine protection zones along the Victorian
coastline. The Victorian position mirrored closely the decision of the NSW Government to
impose a moratorium on the creation of any new State marine parks before the next
election or during the next term of government.
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ANSA NSW also participated in the recent NSW Fishing Inquiry initiated by Robert
Brown from the Shooters and Fishers party. A good case was presented for the
establishment of additional recreational fishing havens in locations such as Sydney
Harbour and the Shoalhaven and for the preservation of fishing access to all state waters.
It was recommended that funds for the buyout of commercial licences for Sydney Harbour
and the Shoalhaven be sourced by way of NSW Treasury loan via the Saltwater Trust
Expenditure Committee and repaid over time out of licence fees – as was the case for
initial recreational fishing havens. It will be interesting to see what recommendations
eventually flow from the inquiry. A strong case was also made for better public
consultation on marine parks and government funding of the fishing safety awareness and
education programmes of which ANSA is a driving force.
From a membership and financial perspective ANSA is travelling well. Our membership
numbers have remained constant and there have been a number of new clubs that have
decided to take advantage of affiliating with ANSA across the nation. We are experiencing
difficulty rejuvenating ANSA in the NT and this will remain a work in progress.
Financially our position remains very sound very much due to the time and effort
voluntarily contributed by the Board executive and astute financial management.
Membership fees remain at their 2004 level and all member services such as Australian
Records, Line Testing and Masters Awards are provided free of charge.
Our 2008 decision to introduce length only National Records and Masters continues to
prove to be a great success. The number of new length only records continues to outstrip
traditional line class records and it is very pleasing to see a number of State branches and
clubs also successfully introducing length only records and masters awards to their
competition agendas. Emphasis on capture and release and the growing use of bio
degradable line and break away line combinations continue to generate positive publicity
for ANSA and the use of these environmentally beneficial products and rigs together with
circle hooks is actively encouraged.
In terms of Research activity, ANSA has endeavoured to take an active role wherever and
whenever it can. The National Austag programme continues successfully, particularly in
Queensland via Suntag. It is unfortunate that other states have not been able to emulate
the Queensland Suntag success story but we will continue to work on this. ANSA branches
have also been actively involved with a variety of community based research programmes
either alone or in conjunction with State Fisheries Agencies - this is viewed as an
important and ongoing future role for ANSA and its membership. It was also rewarding to
see the CSIRO research project on Longtail tuna finalised by Dr Shane Griffiths and the
report made publicly available. ANSA and its branches contributed $2200 towards the
project and members provided hands on assistance with the gathering of research data.
On the promotional side ANSA has just gone live with a revamped website which is more
visually appealing, has broader applications and is more user friendly than the original
site. This has been a major project for ANSA and a source of frustration and ultimate
achievement for our Webmaster Ron Poole who has put in an enormous amount of time
to get the website operational. The ANSA branded “Capture and Release” measuring mats
have been a great success with members and not surprisingly field test feedback has
proven that the high quality of the mats has been such that there has been no product
deterioration or shrinkage with use in extreme environmental conditions. We will be
looking at some additional and innovative ANSA ware products this year.
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Our highly acclaimed Angel Ring and Fishing Safety Awareness education projects
continue to thrive and we are well on the road to achieving a National focus. The strategic
partnership formed with Surf Life saving Australia and other like minded organisations
has proved to be very beneficial and has presented us with opportunities to take the
projects well beyond the manpower and financial resources of ANSA. Funding continues
to be a major constraint on expansion of the projects but as has always been the case we
will continue to successfully tap into every potential funding source.
ANSA has maintained its long established membership ties with IGFA and Recfish
Australia. ANSA retains full membership status with Recfish Australia but currently has
not filled its formal position on the Recfish board. Regrettably the Australian Government
has declined to provide financial support for Recfish and does not necessarily view
Recfish as the peak national voice for all recreational fishers. Due to financial constraints
it was regrettably necessary to let go the services of Len Olyott, the hard working and
talented Recfish Executive Officer. The constitution of Recfish was substantially amended
over 2010 to facilitate a broadening of membership base and to make the body more
inclusive and representative at a state and national level. A number of State peak bodies
have now joined Recfish as full members. Recfish will continue to operate on a volunteer
basis with limited funding for the present and will continue to explore funding options.
Ideally each State recognised peak body should contribute to the operational funding of
Recfish on a pro rata basis relative the number of recreational fishers in that state. This is
unfortunately not feasible at present as not all States have a licence regime capable of
generating the required level of revenue. It is possible that NSW and Vic will shortly come
to the financial aid of Recfish and this may encourage some other States to then follow
suite.
To conclude I would like to say thankyou to all those within the extended ANSA network
across the nation and in particular the National and Branch Executives for the extensive
work and effort that has gone into keeping ANSA relevant to members and in the
forefront of the fight to maintain our fisheries and the preservation of our fishing access
rights. As mentioned at the outset it has been a challenging past year and the year ahead
won’t be any easier.

John Burgess
Executive Officer/ Director ANSA Ltd
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National Finance Director’s Report
Audited financial statements for the financial year end 30 June 2010 together with comparative
results for the preceding year are appended. The accounts have been audited by Wise Lord &
Ferguson, Chartered Accountants. The following points are highlighted:
a) The Association traded at a surplus of $4573 for the 2009/10 year. This compares favourably
with the previous year’s surplus of $4073 and better than the forecast surplus of $2510.
b) Income over the 2009/10 year of $26168 was less than the previous year’s level of $30245 and
slightly more than the budget forecast of $25300. The main variance being due to an increased
level of ANSA Ware sales ($3659) attributable to the introduction and sale of ANSA brag mats –
actual sales $3090. Income from membership fees of $18909 was below budget forecast of
$20000 due to a reduction in member numbers and timing of receipts. Interest earned on term
deposits etc of $2600 was also $600 more than budgeted for.
c) Expenditure over the 2009/10 year was $21595 as compared to $26172 for the previous year
and below budget forecast of $22790. The main variances to budget were; a saving on the cost of
rebuilding and operating the ANSA website – expenditure $1799 as opposed to budget $3000, a
saving on phone and internet costs – expenditure $1022 / budget $1400, a blow out in Records
and Masters expenses (actual $655/ budget $200) to cater for the introduction of length only
awards etc and a decision not to purchase additional bumper stickers which were budgeted at
$1500. An unbudgeted donation of $2000 was made to Surf Life Saving Australia to cover the
cost of production/distribution of fishing/water safety material. This expenditure was partly offset
by the balance of grant money $800 received via the Commonwealth RFCG programme
d) The Association at year end 30 June 2010 possessed total assets of $72944 ($68350 @ 2009)
consisting primarily of cash at bank $66516 and ANSA Ware stock on hand $5044. The
association has total external liabilities of $2600 comprising of an accrued liability for payment of
auditor fees. Overall the Association had a net equity of $70344 at 30 June 2010.
e) A financial budget forecast for the 2010/11 is attached. For the coming year the Association is
forecasting a surplus of $5190. The surplus is predicated on income for the coming year of
$22200 which is less than last year but with no provision for any grant moneys being received.
Membership fees are expected to remain static at around $19000 and a levelling of interest
income is expected due to the lower prevailing interest rates paid on deposits. It is anticipated that
$1000 will be generated from ANSA ware sales. Expenditure of $17010 is anticipated which is
lower than last year’s $25627 as we will not be burdened with the cost of Bragmat purchases or
commitments to contribute to Angel Ring / fishing safety projects. An amount of $2000 has been
budgeted for the reprinting of ANSA promotional booklets. An amount of $500 has been allowed
for completion of the website rebuild – this is a flow over from the saving of $1200 over 2009/10.
Other expenses are expected to be much the same as last year but where possible costs will be
contained to cover any unforeseen contingency and maintain the surplus. Any opportunity to raise
grant moneys from government agencies for projects will be pursued – this may require some
element of co funding by ANSA which will be considered and determined by the board.

Lyn Gassmanis
Finance Director
18 October, 2010
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National Membership Director’s Report
ANSA National’s total membership at the year ending 30.6.2010 was 3018. This
comprised of Queensland 1114, New South Wales 1106, Victoria 419, Western Australia
214, South Australia 123, Tasmania 42, and Northern Territory 0. These numbers are
again slightly down compared to last years membership tally of 3100 with the larger State
branches showing a small decrease in membership. South Australia showed an increase
of approximately 37; Victoria down 67 members; Western Australia up 112 members and
Tasmania slightly down by 12 members. The Northern Teritory unfortunately has now
become defunked.
As a whole, ANSA National’s membership flutters over the 3000 mark. ANSA National
and Branch membership was expected to improve, especially as ANSA moves further into
catch and release, length only, tag and release, braid lines and bio lines. Conservation and
protection of our current fish stocks is of great importance to ANSA Australia wide.
Unfortunately this does not seem to be the case.
It was very pleasing to see that Branch census and membership forms were completed
pretty much correctly and by their due dates for each quarter. Census and membership
form submissions by most States as a whole have improved significantly. A little reminder
is needed sometimes, but overall I believe the Branch executives do a great job. If there
are Branches that need any sort of assistance each quarter, please contact me and
collectively we can work things out.
Communication and promotion has come a long way. Comments received from most
Branches confirms that ANSA National’s outbound level of communication is working. If
you are not receiving ANSA National information please contact me and I can sort this out
with you or your Branch or Club.
Promotion of ANSA at a National, Branch and Club level is a high priority, particularly as
a means of sourcing new members. ANSA National still has a limited amount of high
quality promotional brochures available that can be tailored to suit the unique needs of
individual Branches and Clubs. ANSA National is looking at reproducing this promotional
brochure in the coming year, bringing it up to speed with the ANSA movement. The
current brochures are available free to Branches and Clubs upon request. Contact me if
you require a supply.
Finally, our range of ANSA ware is still moving steadily and we have plenty of stock. We
also have approved ANSA brag matts, which many members have already taken
advantage of and have purchased several. ANSA ware can be used to promote ANSA and
your club and serve as an effective membership recruitment tool. Prices are very
reasonable across the entire product range. To place an order go to www.ansa.com.au, fill
in the order form and mail the form to me, together with a cheque. Electronic purchasing
is definitely in the grape vine, so please bare with the curent system for the time being.

Joe Garufi
Membership Services Director
24

National Research/Development Director’s Report
AUSTAG
There has been no Austag Research Report produced for the past 3 years as, apart from
Suntag, most other State programs are operating at very low levels, if at all. The
production of a national report cannot be justified on that basis as for most States there is
little to report.
For those programs that are still operational the Infofish 2006 database being used by
Suntag is being offered as a national database. The advantage of this is having a single
web based database that can be used anywhere. Westag is currently working on joining
the national database and tagging there will be boosted.
During the year Victag has ceased operation due to a lack of a coordinator.
SUNTAG
In April 2010 Suntag reached another significant milestone with the 600,000th tagged
fish being entered into the database. Over the years the time to reach each 100,000
milestone has shortened as shown below. Tagging the last 100,000 fish was achieved in
just 2.5 years while it took 8 years to tag the first 100,000.
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Suntag tagging highlights for the year were:






Over 8,480 taggers have now participated in Suntag and over 15,250 fishers have
reported the recapture of a tagged fish
Total tagged fish and crabs in the database now exceeds 612,500 and 49,000
recaptures
Barramundi is the most tagged species with over 194,500 tagged and over 15,800
recaptures
The overall recapture rate for all fish is 8.0% and a 5.2% recapture rate for the year
The release rate of recaptured fish was over 70% for the 3rd year in a row
indicating a high proportion of fish caught being released
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Six reports were produced on data collected in Suntag projects and 9 Suntag News
bulletins were sent out via email
Daniel Powell (below) was the top individual tagger with 1,908 fish tagged for the
year while Mick Dohnt remains the top tagger overall having tagged a total of
22,520.

Frequent taggers are those that have reached the milestone of tagging 1,000 fish. To date
84 taggers have reached that milestone. Frequent taggers have collectively tagged
221,909 fish and that is around 36.2% of all fish tagged. The figure below provides a
breakdown of tagging by different groups.

CATEGORIES OF FISH TAGGERS
Researchers
10%
Stocking Groups
15%

Frequent
taggers
36%

Other Suntag
taggers
39%

Tagging carried out by stocking groups is now identified under the Stocktag program.
During the year 3 reports as shown below were published on the tagging of stocked fish
and fish deaths during winter 2007. A summary pamphlet was also published.
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The Infofish website at www.info-fish.net continues to provide access to Suntag, CapReef,
Queensland Sportfishers and StockTag. An online shop is available for the purchase of
tagging equipment and on line registration has been introduced for Queensland
Sportfishers (individual membership).
The Suntag Research Report for 2009/10 is available from the website.
Suntag has now expanded interstate with a Barramundi monitoring project on the
McArthur River in the Northern Territory. This 2 year project has been set up by the King
Ash Bay Fishing Club (not an ANSA club) and Infofish and Suntag are providing support
to that project which includes tagging of Barramundi.
Suntag is also providing support for the Carlton Mid Rich Fish competition in
Queensland, Northern Territory and Western Australia. A total of $100,000 is being
offered for the recapture of tagged fish that will be released in a number of locations in
each State. Details of the event are available at www.carltonmidrichfish.com.

The Suntag database is being linked to Google Maps and Google Earth to provide new and
improved ways of providing access to the data. This will be gradually implemented over
the coming year.
A downside is that for 2010-11 funding from Fisheries Queensland has been reduced by
27% and there has been no funding provided for Stocktag. this may affect the level of
service in some areas however alternate funding is being sought to cover the loss.

Bill Sawynok
Infofish Australia
ANSA Research Director
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National Promotions Director’s / Webmasters Report
The main item to report during the year was the decision by the board to improve and
redesign the National web site.
A budget was agreed upon and I proceeded to get a few design quotes and any other
information that may assist with the boards decision on who and what we require in the
new web site design.
Webcare were the successful with their successful bid and offer of performing the design
and changeover of up to twenty pages of data plus the eventual installation of the design.
I gave webcare access to the site server and proceeded to get things moving.
The first design submitted was acceptable and another with the logo changed to a blue
background was of course not acceptable. The design was then submitted to all members
of the board for comment and suggestions as to what was required by each portfolio etc.
At that time I asked webcare to start with the page formation and the first page they did
was completely wrong and not in keeping with our current format. I then decided to do
some of the editing myself and with a little help from one of the webcare staff I managed
to do my first CMS web page.
The learning curve using a completely new system was not an easy one and that coupled
with the failure of my computer system in the early stages of site building added to the
problem.
I eventually had to purchase a new computer system to complete the job.
None of the pages currently on the site were edited or programmed by webcare and
though assistance was given whenever I asked. My original webcare consultant left for an
overseas trip and another took over the design about this time.
The fact hat I ended up doing all the pages was in the end probably a good thing as I
learned to do the job during the demonstration stage of the site design. I found out the
hard way that if one alters something incorrectly the result is very hard to undo as all the
original data is gone.
The back button simply does not work.
Some minor changes were required to the main design and I requested webcare coders to
do those changes. I will now be able to update or change the main picture on the front
page of the site. Any donations of suitable pictures would be appreciated.
Picture size must be cropped to 840 X 240 pixels and about 25K to 30K in size.
Extras on the site include a couple of videos promotion angel rings, plus catch and release.
Any other suggestions or comments will be appreciated.
Hit counts shown are for up to when the new page was published.
First is the average for each month until August, that’s when the new site went on line.
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Of course about half way through August we switched web designs without the counter
being in place.
Next is what search engine is being used to find us. Google is obviously the choice of most
people using the net.

Canon Charters renewed their sponsorship with us however I have had little success with
other manufacturers. Most prefer to advertise in the printed media and pay the very high
page rates for a throw away magazine. I guess 700 dedicated angling readers do not match
the thousands of magazine readers.
Webcare are now getting free advertising at the bottom of every page of the new site.
Thank you for reading this report and I hope I can continue to be your web master and
promotions executive member for the next few years.

Ron Poole
ANSA National
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National Safety Officer’s Report
Over the years ANSA has been at the forefront in tackling the issue of rockfishing safety
around Australia. Last year ANSA entered into a strategic partnership with Surf Life
Saving Australia to focus on reducing rockfishing deaths around Australia with the focus
on education.
As ANSA volunteers we have managed to install angel rings in NSW and Victoria and save
38 lives, but we have always maintained that education was the key for us. Under this
banner we have branched out into conducting rock fishing workshops for non-english
speaking anglers, disseminated translated information into the community and maintain
a very high presence in the ethnic media when ever we can afford it. Workshops have
been held in NSW (4 that hosted a total of 180 Asian anglers) Victoria (2 that have hosted
70 Asian anglers) and WA (1 to date for 25 Asian anglers). ANSA has been at the forefront
in coordinating these events with the likes of the RFA of NSW, VRFish and RecfishWest.

One of our most successful rock fishing safety campaigns that ANSA was involved in has
targeted Asian anglers who are over represented in the rockfishing drowning statistics via
the media
In conjunction with the RFA of NSW (a $6000 NSW Trust Fund Grant), ANSA ($2000
contribution) and Surf Life Saving Australia ($12,000 contribution) a print media buy
was formulated by all parties and adverts were placed in Nov 2009 for the launch of the
“Don’t Put Your Life on the Line” campaign. This was a national campaign. A
comprehensive report was provided to all parties by Multicultural Media and Marketing
(MMM), a consultancy group ANSA has been working with for the past 8 years.
Following on from that, MMM were contracted by SLSA to complete a post evaluation
survey and report of the launch. This report presents data collected via surveys over the
course of five scheduled interview days from 23 January 2010 to 27 February 2010. These
interviews were conducted at known rock fishing sites in New South Wales, Victoria and
Western Australia in order to survey rock fishers about their awareness of the Don’t put
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your life on the line safety campaign and their personal rock fishing behavior. These
interviews also gathered demographic data, rates of campaign recall, water activities
behavior, rock fishing behavior, attitude towards rock fishing and emergency readiness.
The data indicates that the Rock Fishing Safety campaign has been successful in
generating a strong unprompted recall rate (33%) of all media used, over an industry
average of proven recall norm of 22%. In general, the rock fishing safety materials have
reached 1 in 3 rock fishers. While the prompted recall rate of 18% (reported familiarity
with the newspaper advertisement after being shown it) is lower than the unprompted
recall rate of all media, it is only slightly below the industry average recall rate of 20% for
print ads. Moreover, the advertisement was consistently rated as clear, important and
easy to understand. Notably, a significantly higher percentage of Eastern Asian language
speakers (e.g. Mandarin, Cantonese, and Korean) were familiar with the rock fishing
safety message than Northern European language speakers (e.g. English, German).
Some key messages we promoted under the Don’t put your life on the line banner;
There are a few simple rules all rock fishers should remember:






Always wear a life jacket
Never fish alone
If conditions are bad or worsen, find a calmer, more sheltered spot – or go home.
Wear shoes with non-slip soles
For more safety advice visit www.safefishing.com.au

We also promoted the website we are using as the only portal to host safe fishing tips
within Australia. We are also distributing our rock fishing safety rescource folders, again
with the help of SLSA who distribute all the material via their mailing house in Victoria on
all our behalf. We have produced 30,000 units and have to date distributed almost 8,000
around Australia since December 2009

In the end whilst I feel that the Angel Ring Project will save lives, educating anglers so
they don’t end up in the water is an outcome I would like to see and what we will focus
upon in the coming year. Many Thanks

Stan Konstantaras
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National Recorder’s Report (Line Class)
National Line Class Records
The 2009 – 2010 year has produced 76 Australian Line Class Records, 27 more than
2008-09:
N.S.W.
49
Queensland:
25
Victoria.
3

Aaron Anderson - Snapper
– S.J. Sportfishing on 2kg

Most successful club was South Sydney SFC with 22 Australian Records and the most
successful Anglers were: Aaron Anderson, from Wollongong Club with 7 Australian
Records (or equal Australian Records) and Elle Hodge, from the Bundaberg Club with 6
Australian Records.
The most prolific targeted fish were: European Carp - 15 records
Mulloway- 7 records
Bonito – 5 records
An increase in Junior and Sub-Junior records this year was good to see as it shows the
new generation of young anglers coming through the ranks. Congratulations to all those
anglers who gained Australian records.
Division

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

All Tackle

Senior

8

14

4

9

2

3

1

6

Junior
Sub-Junior

2
11

2
1

1
0

11
7

0
0

1
0

0
0

Eddy Wong – Barramundi; 11.96 kg
– Land Based Game on 3 kg

Kayden Dhyon – Blue Marlin; 90 kg
– J Gamefishing on 24 kg
To claim Line Class records, download the new claim form from the ANSA
website. In order for the claim to be valid and processed quickly, make sure
ALL sections of the form are fully completed and necessary attachments
are included. Use the checklist at the bottom of the form.
Phil Turner
ANSA National Line Class Records.
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National Recorder’s Report (Length Only)
The last 12 months has seen about the same number of successful claims as the 12 months
previous. I have just processed the 149th claim.
There has been 10 Junior and 5 Sub-junior claims included in the 73 successfully
processed claims received in the last year. This is an excellent result as it indicates we are
encouraging and supporting our younger members.
The records by state are:
NSW 37, plus 1 ACT
Qld 27
Vic 7, and
WA 1.

Scott Gusman with a 620 mm Brown Trout

.

The most contended specie for record claims was the Australian Salmon (5) and then the
Australian Bonito (4).
There has been 84 different species captured overall. During The last 12 months, there has
been 50 fish released with 99 being kept.
I would like to take the opportunity to remind anglers that the claim is to be in the hands
of the State recorder within 35 days of capture. The State recorder then has another 35
days to ensure the claim reaches the National recorder. This applies to all National record
claims, both length and weight.
If a quality photo is included, I can insert it into
your certificate.
A good photo is one with no shadows across the
angler or fish and preferably with the fish whole.
If the photo is printed on normal paper, please do
not put a fold across the middle of the fish or angler
as this shows up when it is scanned.

I am looking forward to presenting more All Tackle ‘Length Only’ Records certificates
over the next 12 months.
For the future of ANSA, please encourage all your juniors to participate in fishing.
Good fishing ...........
Bob Avery
National All Tackle ‘Length Only’ Recorder
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National Masters Keeper Report
This year has seen an abundance of Sportfishing claims with the first Masters coming
from Queensland.
It has been good to see that there was a couple of “Length based” Masters submitted in a
short time since it’s inclusion in the rulebook.
The most common claims were from the “Sportfishing” Division.
The following table indicates what awards were issued and their State of origin.
Award
Lure Fishing
Tagging
Sportfishing
Sportfishing 20
Sportfishing 30
Sportfishing 40
Sportfishing 60
Sportfishing
250/10
Game Fshing
All tackle length
based
Totals

Canberra
1

NSW
1
1
1

Queensland
1
5
2
1

1
1
1

1
3

2
11

2
21

3

1

7

Totals
3
1
6
2
1
1
1

There were many different fish submitted, over the last few years with the prevalent
specie changing every year. This year the title goes to Queenfish as most common as
compared with Giant Trevally and Mackerel Tuna in previous two years. Is this due to
abundance of particular fish or different targeted ones?

TOP 6 SPECIES
Queenfish

14%

Trevally Golden
Cobia

22%

14%

Mackerel Spanish
Catfish

17%

14%

17%

Barrammundi

Congratulations to all anglers who have received awards this year and may we see more in
the future.
Knut Gassmanis
Master Keeper
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ANSA New South Wales Report
Last year at our State AGM I acknowledged that it had been the busiest and most
productive years I have been associated with over the past decade and I had seen ANSA
NSW lift its profile to new heights, not only with regard to its award winning and life
saving angel ring project but with regard to the elevation of its profile within the State and
Federal Government arena. This year we raised the bar that little bit higher. It has also
seen new and significant lines of communication being opened with all the relevant
government agencies. The same can be said for this past year.
One of the big things to hit the headlines was the Recreational Fishing Inquiry through
the Legislative Council of NSW and was established on 24 November 2009 to inquire into
and report on the benefits and opportunities that improved recreational fisheries may
represent for fishing licence holders in New South Wales. ANSA NSW was given two
opportunities to present evidence and with the Inquiry to conclude in November 2010, we
are all waiting with baited breath to see what outcomes and recommendations will
transpire.
On the Federal front we have been confronted with fishing bans and new marine parks
and we thank the team at ANSA National for worked tirelessly to represent the interests of
NSW anglers in these new areas that are seeking to take away our access to the rescource
whilst not providing any sound scientific evidence to back up the rationale behind these
decisions.
Once again we have had new clubs come on board and have managed to maintain a stable
membership base. We are always thriving to increase our membership numbers and
hopefully next year we will see an increase, all the crew has done an exceptional job at
steering ANSA NSW once again. It is often a thankless task that often annoys the
committee who try to handle the mundane day to day tasks like keeping all the records,
databases, paying the bills etc in a timely manner, but thankfully the team always
manages to keep the fires burning without to much pushing from me. Admittedly it is
a time consuming, but rewarding at every turn. We are always actively encouraging all
ANSA NSW Clubs to nominate a representative for state committee duties every once in a
while to keep us old timers on our toes. An injection of fresh blood is often needed to
reinvigorate us all.
In closing it seems that the coming year will present a whole new range of challenges for
ANSA NSW with marine parks, more pressure on fishing access to our favoured locations,
safety, adequate representation at Government levels and the growing number of extreme
green groups who want fishing banned.
I will also like to finally add that next year will be the year that we need to step up a gear
and get involved as some of the biggest challenges we have faced as recreational anglers
are on our doorstep and the ANSA NSW Committee for 2010/2011 will need all the help it
can get from its members around Australia.
I urge all ANSA Branches to contribute in the debate, participate in the processes and help
us shape our fishing future and in the process lets help ANSA National put a good fight for
our fishing rights!
Stan Konstantaras
President ANSA NSW
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ANSA Queensland Report
Our Club levels have reduced slightly again this year with a total of 31 clubs being active,
giving a total of 1104 members Australia wide, with the following breakdown of
membership levels:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Males 617
Senior Females 232
Junior Males 63
Junior Females 44
Sub-Junior Males 74
Sub-Junior Females 45
Senior Students 29

The main focus for ANSA Qld’s community approach has again been Youth is the ANSA,
and a number of Kids Fishing Adventure Days have been held throughout the State, with
very good attendance figures by both participants and ANSA members, with many of the
participants fishing and catching fish for the first time.
The CAPTAG Club has been awarded a total of $1000 by ANSA Qld over the last few
months, to assist them in holding a Fishing Clinic for Youth in the Capricorn region, and
this has been a mighty effort on behalf of Jason Stanfield and others, but at the last
moment, the ones who can beat us all not matter what else happens, came along and
caused a postponement...the Weather Gods...and as this goes to print, a new date is being
set for this worthwhile project.
The Association has taken part in numerous surveys including:
•
•
•
•

National Park Management
Commercial Mackerel Netting
Gulf Fishery Fin Fish Review
East Coast Trawl Management Review

A Carbon Footprint Awareness For The Recreational Angler seminar was held in
Bundaberg, and this was a success for the Bundaberg Sportfishing Club Inc., and a first
for any associated club in at least Queensland if not Australia.
Many members throughout the State continue to serve as members, and Chairpersons, on
the Local Marine Advisory Committees, with some very good outcomes on a local and
state level, although cutbacks in Federal funding have made their tasks even harder.
With this year’s State Wide Conference again held at Coolwaters Resort in Yeppoon, a
smaller number of attendees than normal (election weekend) celebrated ANSA Qld’s 40th
Anniversary in style, with many reminisces from some of the older members, including
Vic McCristal, making for some entertaining stories. This event was once again sponsored
by our state Department of Environment, Economic Development, and Innovation, which
shows the high regard in which ANSA Qld is held.
In April 2010 Suntag reached another significant milestone with the 600,000th tagged
fish being entered into the database. Over the years the time to reach each 100,000
milestone has shortened and tagging the last 100,000 fish was achieved in just 2.5 years
while it took 8 years to tag the first 100,000.
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Approximate figures for Suntag as at 21st August are:
•
•
•
•

610,000 fish tagged (36,000 in 2009/10)
49,000 recaptures (2,000 in 2009/10)
24,500 fishing trips with catch and effort (3,300 in 2009/10)
64,500 hooking locations (7,500 in 2009/10)

With the heavy cutback in funding by the State Government to the Suntag funding, it is
becoming difficult to retain the levels of input that have been the norm for the last 23
years, and it is extremely difficult to understand why the 43% overall cutbacks have
occurred when the main source of funding, the PPV (Private Pleasure Vessel) Levy has
increased, with more than $3.8 million being collected annually. This decision can have
major impacts on the Suntag program, and ANSA Qld will be vigorously following
developments on this front.
We will also be interested to see the intentions of the Greens and Labour Parties over the
ensuing months in the Greens fight to have Recreational Fishing banned in 30% of
Australia’s waters, and apparently 85% of Queensland waters.
A turbulent year ahead for the Australian Recreational Fisherman indeed!
Geoff Hodge
Secretary
ANSA Queensland
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ANSA South Australia Report
The South Australian Branch continues to struggle to attract new members despite taking
every opportunity to gain exposure.
We are however hopeful of gaining a new club this year from south of Adelaide on the
Fleurieu Peninsula.
We have adopted a new logo this year and all the stationery that goes with it thanks to a
member from the Steel City Sportfishing Club. Cloth sew on badges have been purchased
and are available for sale. Tee shirts etc are at present being organised.
With the election of a new committee earlier this year ANSA-SA hopes to become much
more vocal in response to local fishing activities and to put pressure on State Government
to make decisions keeping what is best for the fishery in mind rather than what is best
politically.
Issues we hope to tackle this year will be the introduction of a recreational fishing licence,
A total allowable catch (T.A.C) for snapper and whiting for the professional sector and
recreational possession limits.
Tagging.
In January one crew tagged a number of different species over at Sceale Bay in the west of
SA. Among the fish tagged was a 90 cm Sampson fish that was recaptured 16 days later at
much the same reef some 15 km offshore
.
In June another crew had a great session offshore from Port MacDonnell at the opposite
end of the state. Results for the day were 21 tagged Southern Bluefin Tuna of around
90cm. It would be very interesting to see where these fish turn up next.
Among other recaptures this year the most significant is probably a Snapper recaptured
near Esperance. This is the second Snapper recaptured in the area from a bunch that were
tagged by some anglers from Portland back in '02.
The first was out for 1001 days but this fish was out for 2915 days which is just one week
short of 8 years. Unfortunately the length was estimated so we don't have any growth data
for the long migration.
Of interest is that's only the third long migration we have recorded now. The other being a
snapper tagged at Kingston and recaptured in Port Philip Bay. All three fish were tagged
outside the gulfs so we still don't have any evidence of Snapper migrating into or out of
the gulfs.
We were fortunate this year by having our tagging efforts recognised by the present
Director of Fisheries by having information listed in the recreational fishing guide
Our thanks go to Marcel Vandegoot SAFTAG co-ordinator

Alan Hall
State President
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ANSA Tasmania Report
The past year has been fairly exciting from a fishery management point of view.
We have had a state election and ANSA was out there pushing its way into arguments,
offices and the press. We managed to hold the line with commitments in writing from
both the Liberals and the Greens and given the hung Parliament that resulted we now
have a significant input into the coming events. These will include several major reviews
into various recreational fisheries. These commitments also include not allowing for the
introduction of a general recreational fisheries rod and line licence. This is a matter that I
am very passionate about and one that I have taken some interest in over the past twenty
or so years. In a nut shell until we can be guaranteed that all the money collected will go
back to the recreational fishery then it will not happen.
We also worked hard on overturning the ridiculous ban on the taking of Mako Shark and
were pleased to see that this was EVENTUALLY done. Well done National for your work
on that.
Membership is a difficult challenge. We have remained fairly static over the past year.
That is not so bad compared to other similar groups that are all struggling.
Our new column in one of the state wide fishing mags and my weekly radio show both
feature ANSA and its activities. This is starting to pay dividends with enquiries starting to
flow. We are developing a new poster for distribution across the state. The ANSA Tas web
site is just about there and Ron Poole along with Peter Lad are doing a great job.
We have started discussions with a couple of groups around the state regarding bring
their membership under the ANSA umbrella.
ANSA’s membership of the various peak bodies and councils remains committed and we
will always give whatever assistance is required, that said we do believe that Recreational
fishing needs a more active and passionate voice than we presently have if we are to roll
back some of the many injustices that have been pressed onto our sport by various sectors
and managers over many years. ANSA Tasmania hopes that the next twelve months will
see that passion spill out across the various groups.
ANSA Tasmania would like to thank the National body for its hard work and continued
dedication over the past twelve months and would also like to invite National to have the
next AGM in Tasmania. Those that attended the last one in the apple isle will remember
what a fantastic event it was.
Regards and good fishing form the ANSA Tas Team
Nick Crawford
Branch President
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ANSA Victoria Report
In this my last report as president of ANSA Vic I thank our executive members for their
contribution over the past year.
Indeed, I am indebted to all executive members I have worked with over the past seven
years in the role of Branch president. It has been a pleasure to work with so many people
dedicated to the values and principles of ANSA.
The Branch has been involved in a couple of important issues over the last twelve months
– a review of Victorian boating regulations and then the taking of Mako sharks nationally.
Both these topics “appeared” from nowhere and took many recreational fishers by
surprise. I believe these issues have been or are being suitably addressed and “put to bed.”
However, a word of warning: these “surprises” are not going away – recently the Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission named thresher sharks as a species in need of protection. Who
knows what will come next?
ANSA
ANSA National and Branches, along with RECFISH, GFAA, GFAV, Fisheries Victoria and
VRFISH, have been involved with the Mako issue. All these groups contributed to the
successful outcome with legislation passing through the Senate at the time of writing.
The Victorian Branch has had a successful year. Membership has stabilized while a couple
of new clubs have sought and been granted affiliation.
Our series of conventions has been well attended and I congratulate the host clubs and
their members for the time and effort put into the organization of these events.
VRFISH and Recreational Fishers Round Table (RFRT)
ANSA Vic continues to represent its members' interests on VRFISH and the RFRT, the
two key consultative bodies in Victoria.
The Round Table process has been extended into regional Victoria and comprises
representatives from all parties with an interest in fishing, from both recreational and
commercial sectors.
Regional meetings of the RFRT are held annually at various locations around the state
while the Statewide Round Table meets quarterly in Melbourne. The Round Table forum
has been of value to recreational fishers in many areas, particularly the support received
from Fisheries Victoria on the Mako issue and other matters.
Proposed new terms of reference for the Round Table process are being drafted at the
time of writing and may have significant impact on the outcomes from this consultative
group.
Angel Rings
The project has not grown past the original four sites used in the pilot program but it has
been a great success – while a number of deaths have occurred along the Bass and Philip
Island coasts, none have occurred at angel ring sites.
A State Coroners Court meeting earlier this year addressed rock fishing deaths and the
way forward. It is possible the angel rings concept will be extended to other coastal areas
in the future.
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There seems also to be a strong move towards mandating the use of PFD’s for rock fishing
which we in Victoria believe is the wrong approach – education should be the priority
because the compulsory use of PFD’s will bring it with a different set of problems.
New technology in the way of alarm posts at fishing locations is under consideration by
stakeholders. Ways of reducing ring loss are also being examined, eg. GPS-fitted rings.
Although expensive this may well reduce the effort required to replace missing rings.
VICTAG
Following decisions over the past year or so to wind up the program ANSA National and
AUSTAG asked that the Branch examine ways to keep VICTAG “ticking over”.
Following this a Fisheries Victoria manager suggested a detailed review of the value of tag
and release, research impacts etc. This process, to be funded by RFL funds at a cost of
$k20, was not supported by ANSA Vic.
At the time of writing a keen tagger has undertaken to examine the coordinator’s role with
a view to maintaining the program in caretaker mode. No decision has been reached at
this time.
My thanks to retiring coordinator Bruce Robinson for his effort in maintaining the
program for the year - many months after his intended “retirement” date. A great
contribution Bruce!
Brian Hayes
Outgoing President
ANSA Victoria Inc.
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ANSA Western Australia Report
Events
The ever changing face of recreational fishing is on again in earnest here in the West. The
fisho’s on the West have been asked to review and consider the Integrated Fisheries
Management Report on Demersal Scale fish (Paper 273) in this report they are asked to
reduce catch effort by 50% and a resource sharing with the professionals on a proposed
share basis of 66-34%. All this on top of the recently imposed fishing licence, We will fight
on.Last year we lost our seat on Recfishwest but have been invited to submit a candidate
for the upcoming elections, this time we will try to get the numbers there to get the vote
we need and regain our position on the board.
Membership
Our membership is stable but not growing as we would like, although I did receive a call
from an old member of the West Coast Club with regards to starting a club, his main drive
is that of tagging for research data which is still needed.
Tagging
After last years AGM decision to curtail tagging due to lack of directional request for data
from fisheries its all back to full steam ahead. The tagging effort will be on the iconic
species as listed in the IFMP with the emphasis on juvenile fish. Tagging effort is still on
the go at Nickol Bay. The release of the long awaited Fisheries Research Report No 191
from the Westag effort was tabled at our AGM with Richard Howell & Stephen Gilders
being given there own copies in respect of there many years of hard work for ANSA WA.
Records
Only 1 submission was sent East and that was acknowledged as a length only record to
Damien Dwyer from Nickol Bay
Juniors

With both Nickol Bay & Kalbarri hosting junior events we are generating considerable
interest from Recfishwest and others. The Kalbarri event pictured will be on again
through the school holidays with as many as 180 kids with parents in toe attending on
each of 2 days. ANSA WA values these opportunities to educate all that come along in the
ways of sustainability and fish safe handling.
The Next Year
The upgrade or change to our tagging data base is a work in progress and will take a lot of
working out, do we go with INFOFISH and Bill or as some have suggested do our own? I
for one would like to adopt Bills tried and working system (why reinvent the wheel)
At the helm
I will be working on submissions in order to try and help the average fisho still retain the
rights to go fishing and retain some of his catch.Work with new groups that are interested
in the ongoing collection of data (by way of tagging) to assist in submissions for a fare
sharing of our valuable resource in the oceans off the west coast. In closing I would like to
thank Richard for his 10 years as treasurer and numerous years as secretary before that,
also a big thanks to all state exec for there continued support.
Steve Wiseman
ANSA WA President.
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